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EDITORIAL 


THE MANAGING EDITOR 


Not much to report this issue, except that 
our advertising seems to be declining. For some 
time the only advertising in Journal is from shops 
in Melbourne, with the exception of AMC based 
in Albury. Are there any shops in other states 
interested? Our rates are $35 for the back cover, 
$30 for the inside back cover and $20 for other 
pages. Our circulation is 750 to 800 copies. 
So if any members can persuade a shop to advertise, 
it will help fill a hole on our cover sheets. 
Please contact our Advertising Manager for more 


details. 
Roger Lloyd 
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ON THE COVER 


A popular scene on Keith Trueman's "Broadford" 
layout, as 42217 negotiates the super elevated 
standard gauge line. More photographs are featured 
in Ted Ward's article. 

Photo by Keith Trueman 
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NOTICE | 


accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


This publication 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein. This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
Sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Was recently accused of 'grandstanding' , 
so wonder what accusation will be made when this 
column is made public. 

On joining this Association in 1952, did 
so with one thought in mind, to mix with and enjoy 
the company of fellow modellers, which am pleased 
to say proved to be fact. Regretably, however, 
a very small minority are attempting to disrupt 
the Association to suit their own ends, which 
is hard to understand as there is nothing whatso- 
ever, apart from inflated egos, to be gained. 

For the information of all members, there 
is no provision for proxy voting in any Constitu- 
tion, Federal or State, for the election of 
officers, but rather only appertaining to con- 
Stitutional and procedural matters. At loss 
to know why this matter should be raised now, 
considering this Association is nearly 40 years 
old, and ample opportunities have been available 
in the past. 

Approaching the end of my term in office, 
it was not easy to have to write in this manner, 
but have done so in the best interests of OUR 
Association, which is and has always been devoted 
tO our common interest - namely, model railways. 
For those with political aspirations, there are 
Several parties in existence, one of which could 
possibly use your particular talents. 


Let us put an end to this in-fighting and 
unite in this enjoyment of our hobby, which is 
what it is all about (or is it?). 

> Keith Wilcox 


FROM THE REGISTRAR 


Enclosed in this issue 
a renewal and nomination form. If you do not 
wish to use the nomination section, detach and 
return the Renewal Form INTACT along with sub- 
scription tome as soon as convenient. 

On the recently issued membership listing, 
the date December 1987 was not shown and, of 
course, there has been numerous changes of address 


of Journal will be 


and new members since that date. I hope the 
last two Journals have reached their correct 
address. 


We do try and post all the Address Labels 
down to Melbourne around the 10th of the even 
month, and any changes I receive after that. some- 
times by an STD call, can be altered, but otherwise 
a Journal is returned marked 'no longer at this 
address’, or words to that effect. 

Am rather surprised at the number of people 
who just seem to get up and go with no forwarding 
address. 

The Membership File Co-ordinator has moved 
twice in recent months, due to work change, and 
can now be contacted as follows: 

P J Lee 

8/44 Victoria Avenue 

PENSHURST NSW 2222 

There is still items that members can con- 
tribute to the File, just check the heading pages 
again and see if there is any thing you could 
send along. Nothing has ever happened just with 
wishful thinking - well, | know it does not work 
for me, but some may have the secret. 

Our total membership at 3 June 1988 is 879, 
made up with 723 Seniors, 33 Students and 123 
Family members. 

Norm Read 
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lhe Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I was interested to see the comments made 
by Roger Lloyd in Journal No 184 on page 59, 

At the behest of my younger son David (now 16) 
we joined AMRA (Victorian Branch) in April 1983. 
My and David's early impressions on joining were 
Similar to the views expressed in the abovemention- 
ed Journal. There seemed to be ‘cliques' of 
'old' members who seemed to regard everything 
to do with the Club as their preserve and new 
members were not really welcome. David and [ 
talked about this, and, while we were not happy 
about the situation, we decided to ‘stick it out! 
and attend as many working bees, social events, 
running sessions, etc, as possible. In two or 
three months we became seemingly acceptable and 
the frustrations, etc, of the first few weeks 
were put behind us. In this regard, thanks must 
go to Roger Lloyd and Bill Secker in particular 
for their help in overcoming this settling in 
period. ? 

Since these early weeks, we have become fully 
accepted and can see this by the attitude of virt- 


ually all other members in their approach and 
dealings with us. 

With hindsight, I can see the problem from 
both sides; the 'old' member(s) unsure of whether 
the person(s) who appear are new members or just 
‘looking in', whether they are interested in "being 
involved’ or just having a bit of a look, It 
does take time to understand the workings of the 
Club, of the layout(s), etc; to be able to com- 
petently handle same to the extent that existing 
members can rely on the newcomer not to do some- 
thing 'silly' and damage equipment (especially 
the expensive variety). People do get very in- 
volved in their own little world and sometimes 
do show curtness to others. Many have a lot 
to do in organising, etc, and do not mean to be 
inconsiderate, unfriendly, etc. 

All I can suggest to the newcomer is to 
"battle it out’, learn and do what you can to 
help, do not allow yourself to be always pushed 
away, try to be pleasant and understanding - things 
will change, may be quicker than you think. 

Good luck, 

R Marsden 
Victoria 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Sir 

With reference to the reprint of my article 
on a track cleaning vehicle in Journal No 184, 
I have some interesting information regarding 
that same vehicle. I agree with your note regard- 
ing the use of carbon tetra chloride and discon- 
tinued to use after a few months and replaced 
it with Shellite, but this required two trips 
around the layout to get a thorough clean. 

The loco had travelled almost 2000 km when 
the 'Candemah Valley Railway’ was closed in 1981. 
It is still in use on the new 'Nandewar Valley 
Railway' which was opened in 1982, but with only 
100 metres of track it has been having a much 
easier time. Unfortunately it is like its owner 
and having ageing problems. In the time that 
it has been running, it has warn out two complete 
sets of wheels and in the last set I usedinsulated 
Triang driving wheels as used in the railcar. 


I have also had to replace the bearings in the 
motor and the loco is at present in workshops 
replacing ‘the piék up at the rear bogie. This 
will have to wait for a while, Beals as [| am 
Weytyg “tote ‘problems ir a ee 
| ‘With “Begt wishes té“all members of the Assoc- 
Getler. 
_ Kind regards 
Cedric Rolfe 
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A PHOTO RECORD BOOK 


By led Ward. 


One of the more useful methods of recording 
information for use in modelling is photography, be 
it photographing the prototype or our own modelling 
efforts. 

_.. The author was recently privileged to be able 
to address the Queensland Branch on the subject of 


model railway photography. He was very much 
assisted by the timely arrival in print of an 
article on the same subject by Jim Kelly, which 


appeared in the September 1987 Mode] Railroader. 
This article was unashamedly used as the basis for 
the two night's lecture, for it is very definately 
state of the art stuff and is most useful to the 
Aussie modeller. Thank you M.R. 

One thing left. out of the article, (and not 
included in the address the the Qld. Branch,) is 
the subject of this article, a photo record hook. 
Few of us have the need to keep a diary of any 
kind, nor any record at all, apart from keeping 
legal records and of course ones current financial] 
status is usually recorded somewhere. Photography 
is a slightly different matter, because, hopefully, 
a photograph is an eternal thing. It adds greatly 
to the credibility of any photograph to be able to 
state the date on which a photo was taken and 
where. This is especially important if the subject 
is changing, i.e. a layout under construction or 
some prototype line being rebuilt. Perhaps a new 
piece of rollingstock, prototype or model has been 
photographed. It is fairly easy to remember when 
it was taken, but what was the actual date? What 
when your photo collection is passed on, who will 
be able to date some of your more interesting 
photographs? 

- The answer of course is for you to date your 
modelling and other photos as you take them, 
especially if you are out visiting. When you get 
your pictures back from processing, possibly a few 
weeks after they were taken, it is very easy to sit 
down and recall every detail. Another useful 


accessory iS a personal rubber stamp, 
from most newsagencies, but more of that 
The author has used about 
books over the jast thirty vears. 
back then, with no knowledge or experience, an 
attempt was made to keep track of things without 
keeping notes. It very soon became apparent that, 
while noting the negative number and the subject on 
the back of a print was fairly easy to do, conspic- 
UuOUS was the absence of an accurate date. The 
month and the year are on early ones, but what day 
were they taken? The early note books used were 
not too good. They were either too small or too 
large. Soft covered note books were found to be 
too hard to write in when in the field or in the 
train or train  raom. A conumdrum here, soft 
covered notebooks are too hard to write in because 
they are toc soft to act as a backing for a pen or 


available 

latter. 

five photo record 
Starting off way 


pencil. 
The last page is now filled on my last photo 
record book. [It has taken almost twenty years to 


fill and it is a little dog eared. Importantly, the 
book has proved so practical fhat the book chosen 
to replace it 31s an identicai-note book. Hopeful - 
ly, the new book will be as robust as the first, a 
Collins Graphic Series No. 134/7F. Tt is the same 
style as the first, but 1S an unbranded Chinese 


import with a page size of [05mm wide by 148mm 
high. Tt easily fits into a back pocket. Make 
sure it is hard covered. 

Before putting the book into use, rule up 


every page intn three colums. On the left side of 
each page, rule a column of seven or eight milli- 
meters wide. ‘his is for the negative nuumber. On 
the right hance side of each page, draw a column at 
least sixteen millimeters wide. This is for the 
date. The most useful way of dating is’ the 
standard way with the day,month,year, in a group 
j.e. 25 DEC 88. Each month can be clearly shown by 


the first three letters in its spelling, i.e. 
JAN, FEB,MAR, etc. 
Number each film as you put it in the camera, 


and each negative is usually numbered on the side 
of the film. If the negative, is not numbered, the 
negative pieces can be matched up consecutively 
against a piece of white paper to ensure the 
negatives are examined consecutively. Commence 
numbering your prints with the first print from the 


first film being numbered 1/1,1/2,1/3 etc. The 
authors next film wil] be numbered 96/1,96/2,etc., 
indicating that this method has been used for 


ninety six films, some of which have previously 
appeared in AMRA Journal. 

While on the subject of indexing films and 
numbering prints, it is very convenient and 
somewhat professional to have a rubber stamp made 
with your name on it, a list of the initials of the 
various clubs you belong to, and also five dotted 
lines as in the example. 

Experience has shown that a stamp even a 
little wider than that drawn here will be useful. 
When entering details onto prints, a bal! point pen 
can be used, but be warned, the ink will not soak 
into the print paper. This will cause the ink to 
smudge, probably onto the next print in the stack 
marring it for life. [he answer is to write on the 
prints OK, But stack them about face, that is with 
the picture tno picture and back to back. It only 
takes a day for the ink to dry hard, after which 
the ink will not smudge. 

Write you name and address or telephone number 
on the front page of your book. The book will 
become increasingly valuable to you as the years go 
by, so you may like to offer, say, a five dollar 
reward if someone finds it and returns it to you. 
Write this next to your address. Send some copies 
of your work to the editor, using your new rubber 
stamp to record the details of the shot and help 
the Journal out with photos. 
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AMERICAN DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE CLASSIFICATION 


An extract from "Branchline" 


The WA Branch of AMRA is often claimed to 
be ‘full of Poms' or those who cannot see any 
merit in railway matters other than those of the 
"old country'. Not true really - there's quite 
a strong representation for Australian railway 
matters, both prototype and model, both local 
WAGR and ‘over east’. There are also some who 
are keen on European and American railway matters, 
but they're rather low profile in general, and 
thus these railway interests do not get much ‘air 
play'. 

To restore the balance somewhat, I reproduce 
an article supplied by a Sandgroper, non-member 


Of AMRA, Garry Coombe, who observes (rightly) 
‘that model railroading knows no boundaries’. 
Garry has a number of career commitments that 


prevent him for the moment joining AMRA, but as 
time permits, is modelling Southern Pacific in 
a freelance way with a 20' x 27' layout. Thanks, 
Garry - Branchline Editor. 


When steam locomotives were the prime power 
on the world's railways, it was a fairly easy 
task to classify them. Anyone could recognise 
a 2-6-2 or a 4-8-0 without too much difficulty. 
Of course, there were always those who still at- 
tached a name to the locomotives (see The Branch- 
line, August and December 1987), but the univers- 
ally accepted Whyte classification System grouped 
them all together. 

With the dawn of the diesel age, a nomencla- 
ture problem arose, but was overcome by the group-— 
ing of the wheel arrangements, as was the case 
with the steam power. While there were numerous 
wheel arrangements available to the steam loco- 
motives, the diesel wheel arrangements of Bo-Bo 
or Co-Co tended to generalise them too much. 

The diesel manufacturers turned to a more 
detailed classification scheme. In the UK, it 
was back to the naming of each class of locomotive, 
while here in Australia the builders were content 
to give the classes a letter, a number or an alpha- 
numeric designation. In the US, however, a more 
detailed diesel classification evolved. 


The major diese) building shops throughout 
the US used their own ‘in house! designator. 
While this method of classification was fraught 


General Motors - Electro-Motive Division 
vest’ orors ~ blectro-Motive Vivision 


By Garry Coombe. 


with complexities, the builders kept the desig- 
nators simple and reasonably self explanatory. 

To satisfactorily explain the various diese] 
designators, it is necessary to deal with each 
of the manufacturers individually. 


(EMD ) 


single manufacturer of 
EMD have developed 


By far the largest 
diesel locomotives in the US, 
a simple classification system. 


Initially, a letter was given to the then 
new diesels, followed by a number, indicating 
the model. The lettering, naturally, started 
with 'A' and progressed on. The first common 
use, mass produced diesels were the 'E' units, 
commencing with the E-2 and progressing through 
to the E-9., These locomotives were initially 


assigned to passenger expresses and were suffixed 
'A' for cab units and 'B' for cabless booster 
units. 

Next came the 'F' units, F-2 
Similarly suffixed with the 'A' or 'B', 


through F-9, 
although 


in later years some managed to accumulate extra 
letters. For example, an FP9H indicated that 
the original F9 was specifically modified for 
Passenger operation with the provision of Head 


end power capabilities. 

In the mid 50s, there was a shift away from 
the simple letter designator to a more detailed 
type classification. All locomotives were given 
a type designator. a series number and, in some 
cases, a modification number. The type designator 
also indicated the wheel arrangement. For in- 
Stance, the locomotives with the four-wheel trucks 
(bogies), that is the British Bo-Bo configuration, 
are commonly known as General Purpose, or GP, 
or, to the experienced, 'Geeps'. Those diesels 
with six-wheel trucks, the Co-Co arrangement, 
are known as Special Duties diesels, or SDs. 

Therefore, a GP24 is a 24 series General 
Purpose locomotive with a B-B wheel arrangement, 
while an SD45 is a 45 series Special Duties loco 
with a C-C wheel arrangement. In some cases, 
the same model can be utilised for both purposes, 
such as a GP35 with the same body configuration, 


albeit 'stretched' to accommodate a larger power 
plant and six-wheel trucks to evenly distribute 
the weight, becomes an SD35 


AMRA Journal 


No 185 Page 73 


SSS SCS sss Sls 


As modifications are made to the locomotives, 
so the manufacturer labels the locomotive. An 
SD40 with slightly different internals becomes 
an SD40E and when a. major alteration to the model 
occurs, it'is produced as an SD40-2. 

When a locomotive is purpose built, the label 
becomes longer. The basic SD40 model locomotive, 
adapted for several mountain roads by fitting 
air intakes to the lower section of the hood, 
SO aS to overcome the intake of hot exhaust fumes 
in the mountain tunnels, became known as ‘tunnel 
motors’, or more correctly, SD4OT-2!' 

Another purpose built locomotive is the F4OPH, 
the preferred motive power of the US national 
passenger carrier, Amtrak. Basically, the loco- 
motive is a GP40 freight unit with a streamlined 
cowling. The 'PH' suffix indicates its Passenger 
speciality with Head end power capability. 

Any loco prefixed 'SW', such as an SW1500, 
is a purpose built switcher or shunter. 

There are several unique models that can 
be encountered. The DD40, for instance, is a 
large powerful unit built for the Union Pacific 
to haul heavy freight trains over the Rocky Moun- 


tains. The DD prefix simply indicated the wheel 
arrangement (eight-wheel trucks), while the 40 
indicated the model number. 
General Electric 

This company had a very simple designator 
system, simply prefixing the locomotives’ with 
'U' to indicate they were Utility locomotives. 


Then followed a two-number indicator, representing 
the horsepower and a letter to indicate the wheel 
arrangement. For example, a U33C was a Utility 
locomotive of 3300 horsepower with six—wheel trucks 
a C-C configuration. 

In later years, the company became more spec- 
ific and altered their designators, applying a 
'"B' prefix to locos with a B-B wheel arrangement 
and a 'C' prefix to those with a C-C configuration. 
These letters were followed by a set of numbers 
indicating the model number and modification stage, 
such as the C30-8. 


purpose built locomotive 
for the kastern railroads. The B indicated the 
whee! arrangement, the Q indicated that the cab 
of the loc: was enlarged to accommodate the guard, 
who was now Quartered in the locomotive due to 


The BO23-? was a 


the demise »>f the caboose. 
Alco 

One ot the earliest diese] locomotives built 
by this company was the _ DLI109, Simply because 
it was’ Diesel locomotive mode] number’ 109!! 


Later diesels were given a more specific categor- 
ising, letters indicating use followed by a model 
number. The PAl class was so called because 
it was a Passenger locomotive, A unit (i.e. a 
cab unit), model number 1. The cabless booster 
unit was, of course, the PB]. 

Purpose built switchers were simply tagged 
'S' with a following model number, such as the 
S-2 or S-12. Those locomotives that hauled local 
freight trains, doing their own switching along 
the way, were known as Road Switchers and given 
a mode] number, such as RS11l. These units had 
four-wheel trucks (B-B), while the six-wheel truck 
versions (C-C) were labelled RSD, such as the 
ROE. 

Apart trom these builders’ classifications, 
some railroads take it upon themselves to reclass- 
ify locomotives that have been significantly alter- 
ed to suit their needs. One such locomotive 
is the Santa Fe CF-7, an F-7 extensively modified 
in the Santa Fe's Cleburne shops. 

Another method is to nickname the locos, 
although this does not replace the ‘official’ 
designator, just disguises it. Examples of this 
are Alco's RF (Road Freight) 16, commonly known 
as a ‘Shark Nose' and the RSD-15 ‘Alligator’. 
Similarly, the Southern Pacific SD40T-2s are com- 


monly known by the simple 'Tunnel Motor' label 
or, to the SP afficionado, 'Tattoos'!! 

This is by no means a comprehensive listing 
of ALL American diesels, merely an indication 


of the most common classification practices ob- 


served. 
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rationalisation of 
rail yards in Mel- 
the E class electric 
locos largely became redund- 
ant. Here E1108 sits in 
Newport Workshops waiting the 
scrapper's torch. 


With the 
suburban 
bourne, 


Photo by Geoff Brown 
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A LAYOUT SCENARIO 


With some reference to the N.S.W. Branch HO Layout 


Several decades ago a group of modellers 
lead by Lionel Clapham made plans for an HO scale 
layout of the Sutherland railway station area. 
Lionel was something of a perfectionist at his 
place of work and in his hobby. The layout de- 
tails were assessed and balanced, and there is 
that claim that the elegant and shiny jaguar sedan 
Stood forlorn and dejected in the heat and rain 
and cold once the layout project was commenced 
outside the large family garage. 

The Sutherland layout was presented at the 
NSW Branch annual exhibition then held at the 
Sydney Town Hall. Members of the public were 
delighted to see a layout with such precise atten- 
tion to detail, and modellers were unusually free 
with praise. The layout was generally rated 
as a superb example of the modelling art, and 
a fair comment would be that it was probably the 
most outstanding presented at that time. Lionel 
and his group were proud and elated by the success. 


However, their pleasure was somewhat soured by 
comments to the effect that Jannali was much fur- 
ther away and that the name over one shop front 
and the style of the station platform lamps were 
'wrong’. Time may have embellished another super- 
cilious comment that the layout failed to include 
dog droppings! Now, apart from the lack of canine 
output - or thoughput - photographs of the Suther- 
land station area showed that all the details 
were precise and correct - on the date and time 
on which the layout was based. Since then, many 
local, intrastate and interstate layouts have 
been displayed at annual exhibitions. be ac 
a shame that Lionel did not live to see how the 
modelling quality has continued to develop and 
improve, 

At one exhibition, a classic remark by a 
visiting East Coast American on a Union Pacific 
layout modelled by West Coast Americans was "anyone 
can model sand and desert!'. While there's little 
doubt that critics of John Allen's 'Gore and Daphe- 
tid’ would be classed as heretics by most of the 
model railway fraternity, and that such heresay 
would justify prompt despatch into deep space, 
someone, somewhere, would contend that the loco- 
motives, the rolling stock and the era were all] 
out of date. Some members are said to have claim- 
ed that any prototypes more than several years 
old are too out of date to model, and some other 
members have wondered if that viewpoint would 
apply to a Bicentennial train hauled by 3801. 

Then there's that large group of modellers 
who have collected everything from the 'Rocket' 
onward, and who progress through UK, USA, European 
and OZ outlines. Layouts, locos and rolling 
Stock are, quite properly, a matter of individual 
choice limited only by mundane issues such as 
funding, space and that other viewpoint - that 
of the Household Authority. But, when layouts 
are planned for groups of modellers, additional 
parameters must be considered; and the task will 
be to incorporate a range of personal views and 
demands into what will be the more satisfactory 
series of compromises. As far as the NSW Branch 
HO layout is concerned, my impression is that 
the decision taken was to build a ‘compromise of 
layduts A and B as proposed in the December 1986 
issue of Journal. Accounts of some of the subse- 
quent discussions were relayed to me, and from 
a distance, some of the statements said to have 
been made, together with some of the expressions 


By Tom Parkes. 


evoked (they were quite out of character) were 
amusing at the time and ! was not aware of the 
depth and intensity of demands and whatever other 
motivations were involved. 

More recently. the opportunity has been avail. 
able to spend some time at the NSW Branch rooms 
on each Wednesday. It has been a pleasure to 
observe the construction crew in action, to admire 
the standards achieved, and even to be advised 
that some of my comments and suggestions were 
accepted - as would be anv assistance to make 
the improvements. Su, Wednesdays now have greater 
Significance, despite the steepness of the steps 
at Rockdale station. Incidentally, the age range 
of those Wednesdav gnomes for the early part of 
the day is biased toward the retired groups, but 
there are also relatively young members, who are 
Still in the workforce (aside from that of model- 
ling) and there 1s very wide range of skills, 
expertise and knowledge. 


Some amusement came from a claim that all 
the Wednesday gnomes were old and doddering, and 
the following 'scenario' in which the facts are 
untrue and the descriptions have been changed 
in order to protect the innocent was suggested 
for presentation in Journal. 

"The time is 1100 hours. It is Wednesday 
and the place is the gateway to the NSW Branch 
rooms. Frank, a tall, dark, clean shaven, immacu- 
late saturnine, turns in his wheelchair and says. 
softly to his nurse, 'They are late. All those 
Z scale modellers are the same. That lean streak, 
Norm, has probably had the temerity to take time 
to attend to irrelevant matters such as private 
affairs. And, little Bert has never been the 
same. since he went into Z narrow gauge. Fred, 
too - he's too thin to cast a shadow - and al} 
the rest of them should have been here hours ago!' 

At that moment the first of the ambulances 
and the stretched taxis (for the wheel chairs) 
arrive, Quick checks are made on temperatures, 
heart rates and blood pressures. Some are discon- 
nected, temporarily, from oxygen, IV drips and 
heart monitors. The Senior Charge Nurse carries 
Fred through the gate and claps her hands to call 
in the other members who have gathered, or rather, 
have been delivered to Chapel Lane. All are 
then cannulated, medicated and connected to heart 
monitors and IV drips. The portable X-ray unit 
is then powered into the main room, and oxygen 
and nitrous oxide bottles and crash carts are 
set up - in case some of the discussions on the 
layout are too heated, or in case of cardiac 
arrests. The direct satellite Jinks to the ma jor 
hospitals are opened and tested - in case the 
Branch telephone key cannot be located, or as 
a precaution against Telecom circuits and systems 
failures, 

Then Val and Betty deliver meals on wheels, 
and everyone complains that surely they. cannot 
be expected to eat yet another of Bob's wife's 
delicious fruit cakes. Chomping and mumbling 
eventually ceases, and the Snior Charge Nurse 
lowers the blinds and dims the lights for afternoon 
nap time. Crutches, walking sticks and walking 
frames stand sentinel to staccato snoring, and 
the only other sounds are those of the peristaltic 
infusion pumps, the gentle hiss of oxygen and 
the erratic beeps of the heart monitors. Then 
the ambulances and stretched taxis return and 
the Registrars, Charge Nurses and Paramedics load 
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the Wednesday ‘workers’ for the return home trip. 
There's mumbling and complaining, but there is 
satisfaction with the day's achievements - no 
one has had a cardiac arrest. Wheel chairs, 
crutches and walking frames are stowed carefully 
with the heart monitors, ECG machines, oxygen 
and nitrous oxide bottles, and crash carts and 
portable X-ray unit. After the direct satellite 
links to the major hospitals are closed down, 
the tranquilisers, morphine and barbiturates are 
locked away until the next Wednesday 'working' 
day. As the last of the ambulances turn out 
of Chapel Lane, Eric's booming voice echoes back 
'Thank goodness - I won't have to put up with 
those filthy cigarette and pipe smokers for another 
week!’ And, then quiet descends once more." 

In all fairness to the Wednesday gnomes, 
all that medical paraphenalia has little capacity 
for ready adaptation to model railway use, and 
since they are generally a fit bunch of gnomes, 
there is no need for the medical equipment to 
be required for any other use. They do include 
some remarkably healthy specimens, who have demon- 
Strated a wide range of modelling skills and are 
dedicated and active, as distinct from ‘passive’ 


members. Incidentally, many of us would defend 
role of armchair status of modellers, since that 
is another of almost infinite range of activities 
in model railways. Anyhow, none of the Wednesday 
gnomes appear to be showing any signs at all of 
that dreaded ‘old timers' disease. 

Although the following extract from a letter 
to Electronics Australia some years ago concerned 
ionisers, it does appear to have a nice application 
to the differing bases for some of the views on 
the Branch HO layout, and also to the shifting 
bases for some of the views and the statements 
expressed at the NSW Branch AGM on clauses in 
the Federal and State Constitutions: 

eee the Strezleki indeterminate randomly 

positioned reference point distributor..... 

Despite all things about layout design and 
building and the interpretation of clauses in 
the Federal and State Constitutions, the ratio 
of active, passive and critical members will not 
have changed significantly since we first choked 
on the dust and fluff and grime while making our 
newly acquired premises at Rockdale habitable - or 
nearly so. And, as in the past there will be 
that quota of members anxious to try out their 
favourite locos as soon as the Wednesday ‘oldies’ 
make a track on the new layout fully operational. 


So, those ‘oldies’ had better do a good, in fact 
the best possible, job on that new layout, or 
else! 

At this point one of those ‘oldies’ can be 
seen reflectively and, perhaps’ metaphorically, 


rubbing his chin and saying ‘Well, now about that 
"or else'..... 

There are many concluding sayings attributed 
to a certain Duke and, for example, associated 
with belfrey towers and bells, but "Let's get 
on with it!" is more appropriate for Journal. 
And perhaps we should also take a look at that 
Sign in the foyer at Rockdale, and remember that - 


RAILWAY MODELLING IS FUN. 


HEHEHE EEE EEK SE ETE SESE SESE FE FEE HE SEE ESE EH HEHEHE HEHE HEHEHE HEE EEE EK HEHE HEE 


1939 
NEW YORK WORLD FAIR 


An article from "M.R.C."' reviewed by W.(Bill) Secker. 


In July 1989 it will be 50 years ago that 
the New York Worlds Fair was staged. In the 
Railroad Building, the largest and most impressive 
model railway of its time was being exhibited. 

The following is an eye witness account taken 
from a 1939 issue of MRC: 

In the Railroad section was a marvellous 
presentation in miniature of everyday life on 
the railroad. This was presented with a complete- 
ness never before attempted. The huge diarama 
in which it was staged measured 160' x 40' - 
approximately a scale of 50 square miles and equiv- 
alent to 40 miles of main line track. The whole 
landscape was representative of the topography 
of the Eastern States of the USA dotted with towns, 
farms, industrial buildings, passenger and freight 
stations and yards equipped with signal towers, 
rotary car tipping plant, roundhouse and locomotive 
servicing plant. The setting was realistic and 
accurate to the smallest detail. 3500' of O 
gauge track, 500 pieces of rolling stock and 50 
locomotives were constructed to a scale of }%" 
to the foot. 70 000 sleepers and 280 000 spikes 
were used in the laying of the rails. On the 
miniature landscape are 7000 separate trees and 
over 1000 individual buildings each suitably pro- 


portioned to provide correct perspective. Traffic 
operations include fast and slow passenger trains, 
‘Hotshot’ and general freight, coal 'drags' brought 
from coal mine to car ferry, transported over 
the lake and on to the docks to be tipped into 
the hold of a waiting steamer. Model ships sail- 
ing over lakes, rivers and estuaries consisting 
of 7000 gallons of real water are manipulated 
by a complicated mechanism below the surface of 
the water. 

Operation of the trains is by remote control 
from three switchboards. There were special 
devices for coupling and uncoupling, lighting 
and darkening trains and also for producing steam, 
smoke and sound effects. The operation of the 
models is carried out in periods, each period 
representing one working day, commencing in dark- 
ness at 4 am and presenting an amazing scene of 
railroad early morning activity. As day develops, 
movement increases. Passenger trains arrive 
and depart from the central terminal, locomotives 
run to and from the roundhouse, freight trains 
sorted and 


arrive in the yards, are broken up, 
made up again. Every standard type of freight 
car is seen - box, refrigeration, gondola, flat, 


hopper, lumber and caboose. 

Among the other features of this interesting 
display are industrial plants for dealing with 
grain, food, steel, livestock and oil. Bach 
plant is complete with sidings and there is also 
a power station and cement manufacturing plant. 

The spectacular finale comes when night falls. 
city lights gradually appear, trains light up 
and the steamship, now loaded, heads out to sea. 

Thus closes a beautiful and inspiring repre- 
sentation of but a single day in the life of a 
vast modern community, surely vividly impressing 
upon all who witness it how truly the railways 
are still the life-blood of our present-day civil- 
isation. | 
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IT’S NOT FOR ME 
'T’S FOR THE BOY! 


An extract from "Branchline" 


After ‘The Lament of the Railway Modeller' 
published in the last issue of The Branchline, 
Andrew Morling has given us another insight, again 
in verse, into the Strange social behaviour pat- 
terns of the railway modeller. Thanks, Andrew. 


He came inside and brought his wife, they'd come to 
buy a train, 

I asked them 'Was there anything they'd like me to 
explain’, 

And he said, "I'm after something basic, but a bit 
more than a toy, 

You see, it's not for me, it's for the boy". 


He asked a Jot of questions as he looked through 
all the trains, 

‘Does this one go with that one? 
the mains? 

I want to get it all set up before I let him play.. 

That's why I didn't bring him here today’, 


Can I plug it in 


While he sorted through the track to get enough for 
13 feet, 

His wife was looking pale, so I offered her a seat. 

"I'd like the great big diesel but he'd want this 
little one, 

I know it's gonna give him lots of fun". 


Well, he chose the little loco and picked out a 
String of trucks, 

Then we added up the price and found it came to 
forty bucks! 

He said, "I'd meant to spend just 35, but what the 
heck! 

I'll get some from the car, won't take a sec". 


I waited with his wife, 'cos outside it was pretty 
bleak, 

"The trouble is", she said, "the boy was only born 
LAST WEEK", 

Then he came back with the money, took the trains 
and beamed with joy, 

"You see, it's not for me, it's for the boy!" 


HHH MH HHKHH KHAKH HKHKH 


Q.R. 
1565 & 2498 DIESELS 


By Paul A. Scrivens. 


1565 and 2498 are both coal locos based at the 
Callemondah Depot just outside Gladstone. 1565; 
named Alva G. Lee, came into service in late April 
1976. This, the second series 1550 Class loco, of 
which 21 were built, was named after a former QR 
Railway Commissioner. 2498, however did not enter 
service until early 1983, being one of thirty seven 
2470 class locos. These two classes of locos, and 
other classes of similar design all have the 
distinctive feature of the lower short nose. We 
Queenslanders nickname these types of locos 
"Dropnoses'. I began construction of both these 
Classes of locos Simultaneously because being coal 
hauling locos, it was, and still is, rare to see 
them working a train alone. Both of these classes 


By Andrew Morling. 


of locos work trains of one hundred and one coal 
wagons, with two locos up front and with three more 
locos in the micdle. 


On the fourteenth of May, 1985, I started with 
two Mainline 45 class oO Quage mechanisms. After 
removing the body and disposing of the smaller 
leading wheels, the weight was removed and the 
frame cut into two halves. [ then cut the curved 
ends from the halves, leaving approximately 6 mm 
Clearance in front of the new leading wheels. A 
brass plate was then inserted in the middle, 
joining the two halves together with a 25 mm gap in 


between. A new fuel tank was built around the gap 
and a new weight was inserted. See diagram 'A' for 
explanation. 


A mould held by the Queensland Branch Club- 
rooms was used to make the bogie Sideframes, which 
were then glued to the filed down bogie sides. 
Refer to diagram 'B' for the Plan and measurement 
of the sideframe. Photos are also helpful. The 
mainframe was then built out of .Q60" Styrene., 
together with the buffer beams at each end. An 8 
BA nut bolt was then put at either end to bolt to 
the bogie frame just in front of the new leading 
wheels. Refer diagram 'A'. 


Ladders, buffers and Kadee No 16 couplings: 
were then added to the buffer beams. The cab’ was 
then built together with the lower short nose. The 


cab roof is one layer of .g10Q" styrene and one 
layer of .020" styrene. All body work was built 
out of .040" styrene. Next the sides were built 


and following an authentic QR Plan of a 1550 and a 
2470 scribed all the doors. Also included are the 
louvres, step irons, handbrakes, radiator vent, and 
dynamic brakes. The ends were then built, with 
the 1550 having a body mounted sand boxes position- 
ed on the end and the nose. The 2470 has bogie 
mounted sand boxes and therefore has a plain three 
Sided end with headlamps in the middle and identif- 
ication numbers on the outsides. 


The sides and ends were then Qlued to the 
frame and back of the cab. The top of the loco was 
then made, adding all the details of the ventilator 
fans, roof top hatches, grab rails, radiator cap, 
exhaust mufflers, air filter housing and Finally 
the dynamic brake exhaust fan. After adding some 
more finer detail such as air horns, radio antenn- 
ae, window frames and grilles, air cylinders under 
the walkway and above fuel tanks and then fuel caps 
on the tank of the 1550 and on the walkway of the 


2470, I added extra ladders under the walkway near 
the cab and then buffer beam C€lectrical and air 
connections. 


This made the locos ready for Painting. 
Fortunately, some Suitable blue Paint which is a 
hundred percent match to the correct colour was 
obtained with which I then painted my two locos. 
some M and J decals were applied on either side of 
the locos and the handrails were then added after 
first being painted matte black. After a final 
touch up on the Paint job, the numbers of the locos 
were then added. 


When this was done, there stil] appeared to be 
something missing. Going through all of my photos 
of these locos, I could not find one clean or fresh 
out of the shops loco. It was then that I enlisted 
the help of a well known Queensland Branch Member 
who weathered the locos for me, and this is the 
final product. It took me just over seven months 
to build and complete these locos and they were 


ready to run on Christman Day, 1985, and what a 
chrissy present. 
KHHH HH KHHHHH HHH HH KHHHH KHHKHH 
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BROADFORD 
A VICTORIAN PROTOTYPE LAYOUT DOMICILED IN QUEENSLAND 


Judged as one of the best layouts at the Built and Photographed by Keith Trueman. 
Queensland Branch's recent 1988 Model Railway Reviewed bv Ted Ward. 
Exhibition, these pictures clearl,. :ilustrate some 
of the detail of this beautifui layout. This 


reviewer felt that the high standard of workmanship 
evident in Keith's layout was highlighted ny 
Keith's sense of proportion and fine judgement. 

Evident was that casual and wineluttered loot 
of the Australian countryside, sc different from 
the hodge podge of some layouts depicted in 
modelling magazines from the Northern Hemisphere, 
and which set an example that Keith nas obviously 
has not followed. 


Late afternoon sun catches the station area of Broadford as 42215 sneaks »ast 
with an Up goods, while a truck waits at the goods shed to pick-up freight. 


T410 is a scratch built model using styrene and is powered by two SPUD units. 
It is seen here about to tackle the grade into Broadford. 
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BROADFORD 


S310 and B82 make light work of 
their load after reaching the 
summit at Broadford with a down 
goods. The "S" class is modified 
and powered by an Athern chassis 
while the "B" class is a kitbash 
from two Lima "S' class bodies. 
The wheel flanges have been 
turned down to accommodate the 
code /0 trackwork on the lay- 
out. 


$300, an Athern powered beast, speeds its train out of Broadford station. 
In the background, a Lima modified 42215 tries to catch it. 
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STATE « 


PRESIDENT’S PIECE 


In the last issue of the Journal, there was a 
report by the NSW Branch of the theft of their club 
equipment. The NSW Branch is not alone with this 
problem. Recently our own Branch has been the 
target of a thief or thieves. The theft had taken 
place over a period of time and whoever is respons- 
ible, knew what they were after. The rooms were 
not entered by force either. Later on there will 
be. in our Branch notes a list of the stolen items. 

We have reported the theft to the Police and I 
urge any member who sees or knows the whereabouts 
of these items to either contact myself on 3591031 
or Constables C. Waty or R. Johnson of the Fortit- 
ude Valley C.1.B. on 2266724. 

While. renovations were being carried out at 
South Brisbane, we shared the rooms with the 
Railways Construction Staff. It was always a 
problem having these people, lock the doors after 
they had finished using the rooms, and on several 
occasions we have gone in on the Thursday or the 
Saturday meetings and find the rooms wide open and 
not a soul in sight. We approached the Station 
Master, the Works Foreman, and finally the Chief 
Fngineer to have the problem sorted out, but to no 
avail. We have now changed the locks, but as usual 
it is the case of shutting the gate after the horse 
has bolted. Hopefully now with the new locks, the 
thefts will cease. 

Now onto some brighter things; The AUCTION 
this year will be held on the 2nd Saturday in 
September, the JO0th. It is always a good afternoon 
and you never know what sort of bargins you may be 
able to pick up. 

As you are aware the Branch was” recently 
involved with AstroProm in the construction of some 
models for the Queensland Railways display at Expo. 
AstroProm were very happy with our efforts and has 
Given the Branch a very generous donation. The 
C.O.M. has decided to reward those members who gave 
so freely of their time to complete the models with 
a return ticket for them and their partner on the 
new Inter-City Electric to Nambour when the new 
Train goes into service. This is just a small way 
of uS saying thank you. 

The Layout Committee presented the two draft 
plans for the new layout at the General Meeting on 
Thursday 23rd of June so hopefully construction 
will not be too far away. 

Don't stay at home, come into the clubrooms 
and get involved. We hope with the new layout as 
many members as possible become involved with its 
construction. Don't forget this is your chance to 
sharpen up on, or maybe learn some new skills. 
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Just before I sign off, would like to ‘take 
this opportunity to thank Geoff Perkins, for 
representing the club at the Railway Modellers of 
Queensland, "A Day With Model Railways"; Jim 
Fainges for arranging a donation of back issues of 
Railroad Model Craftsman; and Terry Paton for 
arranging the slide evening on Saturday the 18tt of 
June. 

So until next time, best wishes, 
7 Bob Mawson. 
HHH HHH 
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BRANCH NOTES 


These notes are compiled by Ted Ward from 
copies of the Minutes recorded by the Secretary Jim 
Christie. 

The May meeting was informed that like our 
unfortunate brethren at Rockdale in Sydney, The Qld 
Branch has been troubled by thieves. Suspicion 
seems to point to a duplicate key and remedial 
action has since been taken. 

Invitation from outside parties to provide 
displays at shopping malls and so on are having to 
be declined. The C.0Q.M. decision on the disposal 
of the old branch display layout was discussed but 
final decision will be made after the new club 
layout has commenced. 

Like all layouts, the beautiful and very 
sucessful layout built by the Branch for Queensland 
Railways is due for overhaul and upgrading, which 
has now been carried out. The Branch was invited 
to attend Club Expo (V.I.P. only normally) to view 
the display of the models but as only a few would 
be allowed and the problems involved in viewing, 
the offer has been declined until after Expo 
concludes. 

The Q.R. wishes to involve AMRA in its anti 
vandalism campaign. Vandalism slowly but surely 
becoming as serious as it is in the other states. 
Futher talks are to be held with a departmental 
officer as the Commissioner for Railways feels that 


some kind of Junior Promotional Scheme will 
engender in their minds some more respect for the 
Railways. 

The recent AMRA Exhibition was judged an 


overall success despite the lower attendance caused 
by Expo 88. A review of the exhibition raised some 
important points which warrant repeating here. 
Gift vouchers were presented to various ladies for 
their efforts in running the canteen, the value of 
the voucher depending on the number of days spent 
"on the job." One certain noisy exhibitor was 


Page 82 No 185 
gently restrained, and the dust problem was 
resolved. Security, dress standard of Participants 


and some AMRA management problems were decided upon 
and the theme of one exhibitor -was to be discour 
aged. Certain catering problems are to be remedier 
and it was noted that the Presence of members 
children in the servery area was a problem, as well 
as a safety hazard to all concerned. 

While the support of members towards this 
annual exhibition is generally commendable, a few 
areas need improvement. Insufficient members were 
available on the Friday Evening before the show to 
load the couple of tons of fencing presently stored 
Privately. More help was needed to load the fence, 
and hopefully it will be forthcoming for our bigger 
and brighter show in 1989, Through the show, there 
was available insufficient numbers of personnel te 
work on the AMRA Demonstration Stand and other 
areas. Please make yourselves available next year 
as the Horticultural and Bird Pavilions at the RNA 
Showgrounds have been booked for 1969 to°1997, 

An offer was made to AMRM's” Bob Gallagher 
Prior to the show to assist him with his expenses 
as a judge. He advised graciously that a donation 
towards the funds of the Australian Model Railway 
Magazine would be preferred and as a result the 
C.0.M. agreed to a donation of one hundred dollars. 

Jim Christie to provide vidio and !V for 
lecture by Geoff Turner from the QR. at the June 
meeting. 

Steve Malone advised of good source of styrene 
sheeting and authorised to Purchase stocks for the 
Sales cupboard. 

The difficulties in operation of the lathe’ was 
discussed and a backboard and a duckboard were 
advised as being needed and Steve Malone was to 
arrange same. 
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THE THREE JIMS 


by Ted Ward. 


No, not another Hitchcock thriller but one of 
the possible contingencies that the Layout Design 
Committee of the Queensland Branch is presently 
dealing with. The design of a club layout can only 
be called successful if every contingency has been 
anticipated and dealt with in the design stages. 

Three of the more Popular members of the 
Queensland Branch have been blessed with the 
Christian name from which is derived the popular 
name, Jim, and are know to their friends as 'The 
Three Jims.' The waist lines of these three 
worthies are commensurate with their intelligence, 
good looks, and charm, i.e. almost boundless. 
Interestingly, while the gross. or overall waist- 
line measurement of our friends remains at a fixed 
point, the proportion of it appropriated by each of 
the three does tend to vary. Accordingly, the 
three are known as: Big Jim, Middle Jim, and little 
Jim, but as the situation and waistlines are 
reviewed annually with the sobriquets or nicknames 
being awarded accordingly. The title of ‘Little 
Jim' is probably the most Popular of the three, but 
some of the contenders aren't making much effort to 
be so awarded. 

Where all this is of concern 
Committee, is in the design of access aisles. It 
was initially decided to reckon everything in 
either feet or metres, depending on which side of 
the rule was uppermost when taking measurements, 
but is has been decided to reckon aisle widths in a 
new unit of measurement called a "JIM", hereafter 
Called: a "3". | 


to the Desian 
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Obviously, each aisle must be at least one 
wide, but due tn the Probably of one Jim passing 
another Jim, it has been wisely decided to make al] 
aisles two J's wicge. Consideration was Given to 
making all aisles three J'5 wide in case there was 
ever some unwise overtaking, but some work with a 
scale rule, a pair of dividers and ae pocket 
Calculator revealed that such an event was highly 
improbable and that two J'S was a safe minimum 
aisle width. 
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STOLEN EQUIPMENT 


the stolen property from the 
from the Qld. Branch 


list of 
1988 taken 


This 1S a 
period March-Apri! 
of AMRA Clubrooms. 
Club Equipment-HO Scale. 

Lima C38 NSW 4 6-7? Steam loco, Green. 

éx Lima 42 class Co-fo Diesels: Both of these 
were fairly well used and may have a yellow dot of 
Paint underneath. 

HO n 3% 
QR 1550 class diese! no 1551. 
built onto a narrowed SN&5 Athern mechanism. 
by Steve Malone. 

Triang TT English steam loco 4-6-2 Painted up 
to look like a QR steam loco- Black with brass 
boiler bands. Originally owned by Neil Johnman and 
Jim Christie. 

N Guage. 

All QR rolling stock built for QRX display a 
few years ago; 

| model power SD45 painted in QR colours. 

2 or 3 Lima bogie container wagons (3 contain- 
rs on each) with QRX on each container. 

2 or 3 American box cars- grey with QRX on 
Side. 


A styrene body 
Built 


Plus various mode! rallway magazines ali with AMRA 
Stamp throughout them. 


HHH HH HHH HHH KHKHK HHHKHK 
PROGRAM 
AUGUST 


SATURDAY 6th Ipm Clubroom activities. 
THURSDAY 11th 7.30pm Workshop Night. 
SATURDAY 20th Ipm Running Day. 
THURSDAY 25th 7.30pm Meeting Night. 


SEPTEMBER. 


SATURDAY 3rd 1pm Layout Construction??? 
THURSDAY 8th 7.30pm Workshop Night. 
SATURDAY 10th Ipm Annual Auction. 
SATURDAY 17th Ipm Layout Construction??? 
THURSDAY 22nd 7.30pm Meeting Night. 


OCTOBER. 


THURSDAY 27th 7.30pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
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m which runs at scale speed 
is a feature of this Sn3% model of 1471 which was built by 
Glenn Wright. The fine detail on the styrene body includes a 
bidirectional fan forced smoke unit which adds much realism. 
The loco also has hand made working self contained buffers. 
Another winner at the 1/988 competition. Photo. Glenn Wright. 


An all brass DDM Double Deck Motor: car carrier used for the 
transportation of passenger's motor cars on the Queens lander 
passenger train. This model was made by Glenn Wright and 1t 


was a winner at the 1987 Model Competition in Queensland. 
Phot Glenn Wright 


Seen here is an On3?% model of a Queensland Railways Diesel, No 
1762. This was made out of styrene by Glenn Wright to ‘size 
up’ this scale. | Photo. Glenn Wright. 
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PRESIDENT’S PIECE 


After my lengthy piece in the last Journal, 
I shall try to keep this one a little shorter. 
By the time you read these notes, the Victorian 
Branch of the AMRA should be well and truly Incor- 
porated. The road has been long and difficult, 
Spanning almost two years. My thanks go to the 
Committee Members who have Spent long nights debat- 
ing (a better word than arguing) the various points 
that make up the Rules for Incorporation. It 
is hoped our actions will make the running of 
the Branch less time consuming, and more interest- 
ing for the members. 

At the April meeting, our agenda item was 
Modelling Clinics. Bob Dunn gave us a blow by 
blow description of how to build the Broad Gauge 
Models trestle bridge into a curved section of 
track. This was interesting as not everybody 
has long lengths of Straight track available for 
trestle bridges. Following Bob was Roger Lloyd 
and Peter England who demonstrated the use of 
building insulation as a medium for landscaping. 
This new product from Dow Chemicals was used on 
the Kyneton layout with some success. The product 


is fire resistant, light, yet strong and easy 
to work with, i.e. grinding, shaping, and can 
be glued using Liquid Nails. In addition, a 


mixture of plaster, water and plastic paint (colour 
to taste) can be spread on, contoured, and then 
covered with scenic products while wet to give 
a realistic effect. This method is recommended 
as an alternative to the chicken wire, absorbent 
paper and plaster. 

The syllabus item for the May meeting was 
films provided by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society. The main feature was a film on British 
Rail which would have been about the time diesels 
were starting to make an appearance. The camera 
concentrated on the men rather than the machines 
with most of the footage taken in the loco depot. 
It was only at the finish that a BR standard 4-6-2 
(class 7 I think) was .shown moving out of the 
depot and onto the main line. Some of the conver- 
Sations were a little difficult to follow.  How- 
ever, as Peter England explained to me ‘that is 
how they talk up there’, meaning it was a Midland 
shed. I especially liked the scene where a crew 
was called for duty and as they walked from the 
crew room, the fireman was seen to be carrying 
his shovel. Apparently this was normal practice, 
Have Shovel Will Travel. Other films were a 
trip by two rodeo riders to Alice Springs on The 
Ghan prior to the introduction of standard gauge, 
and an Italian cartoon on a trip to the beach 
resort by train. Our hero in this film was 
definitely not Errol Flynn. He missed out all 
the way through, certainly where the senoritas 
were concerned. A good night's’ entertainment 
and our thanks go to Jerry and Doug for their 
time and effort. 
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Also at the May meeting I was pleased to 
meet James Borden and Mathew Parmenter, proprietors 
of Melbourne's newest hobby shop, The Victorian 
Hobby Centre, located in Swanston Street. They 
will be pleased to see you, even if it's just 
for a browse. 

It is great to see that the Australian Model 
Railway Magazine has attained 25 years of publi- 
Cation. I still have most of the original issues, 
with only a few gaps over the years. For those 
of us who model the local prototype, the infor- 
mation contained in each issue is invaluable, 
and will become more so as _ the years go by. 
Congratulations are in order for those who got 
the magazine off the ground and for those who 
have continued to keep it going. 

Still on the subject of model railway publi- 
cations I was recently looking through the 1986 
issues of Your Model Railway and was most impressed 
with the Salon Section where some magnificent 
models in fine scale 7 mm were shown. It was 
also from that section I learned the GWR had an 
eight wheeled tender of Collet design, which appar- 
ently ran behind one of their many 4-6-Os. T 
knew of the bogie version that ran behind their 
4-6-2, but was not aware of 4 rigid wheelbase 
Lype. However, what I was getting to was that 
in most issues was a mention of stolen models. 
If that wasn't distressing enough, there was a 
Suggestion that perhaps some modellers (!!!) were 
actually getting some unscrupulous people to steal 
models for them, I can understand people wanting 
to possess these fine models, but to resort to 
theft is just too much. I hope for the hobby's 
Sake that this type of action does not start here. 

For those modellers of the local scene (Vic- 
torian) who would like to occasionally run NSW 
rolling stock on their layouts, this may be of 
interest. Noted in the Arden Street Yard on 
5 May and the Tottenham Gravitational Yard the 
next day was a rake of NGAX wheat hoppers. This 
is the first time NSW wheat hoppers have been seen 
in Melbourne for quite some time. Interesting 
to note also that V/Line is to put two C Class 
on standard gauge for through running to Sydney. 
The first, C504, is at present (1/6/88) being 
modified for this purpose. I wonder what the 
wandering Bob C will say about this. 

Last item for this issue concerns visitors 
and new members, There has been some criticism 
in recent times of AMRA members not making visitors 
and new members welcome at monthly meetings and 
Operating days. I would ask all members to think 
about the feelings of someone new to the Assoc- 
lation. Not everyone can readily join in on 
a discussion, not all can come forward to run 
their favourite train when it should be their 
Curn. Not everyone appreciates the banter about 
certain rail systems. I certainly don't mind 
the jibes directed towards my NSWGR locos because 
I know they are far Superior to those poofy green 
things from Swindon. Seriously though, we should 


' welcome. 
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all look at our attitude toward others. We are 
not exactly overwhelmed by new members, so the 


few we do get, at least try to make them feel 
A smile or a friendly word certainly 
won't go astray. 

Geoff Brown 
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A.G.M. REPORT 


At the AGM the Committee of Management was 
elected. The following being unopposed: 

President G Brown (for 4th term) 

Vice President J Treseder (for 4th term - has 
been on COM 
previously ) 

J Harry (for l6th term) 

Treasurer S Westerman (for 19th term) 

The positions for three committee persons 
saw an election as follows: 

G Nitz - 9 votes; R Bogie - 15 votes; 

G Stockfeld - 32 votes; R Lloyd - 36 votes; 

W Secker - 31 votes _ | 

_ Hence, R Lioyd (for llth term), G Stockfeld 

(for 3rd term) and W Secker (for 10th term) were 


Secretary 


declared elected. This being the third term 
that the same COM has been in office. 
A motion was passed with a unanimous vote 


that the “branch incorporate under the Victorian 
Associations Incorporation Act, 1981, and _ this 
matter is to be put in hand by the COM as a matter 
of urgency. 

A further motion was passed unanimously on 
new constitutional rules covering the Branch - to 
become effective on the date of incorporation. 

The Treasurer bought to the attention of 
the meeting that the Branch was now clear of mortg- 
age debt, but anticipated that large expenditure 
would be incurred for external/internal painting, 
reclad of front porch roof, rewiring and curtains. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


It's history time this issue - and after 
complaining last time around that I had nothing 
to write about, I'm suddenly overwhelmed. Coin- 
cidence comes into it, too. 

In the early 20s, Cassells published three 
books by that most famous designer and modelmaker 
Henry Greenly. Just before the last Branch meet- 
ing I was given one of. them, Model Railways, 
by a young friend whose grandfather's books were 
being dispersed. Then, at the meeting itself, 
a member arrived with the other two, as gifts 
to the Association. So now we have the whole 
set, with Model Steam Locomotives and Model Elec- 
tric Locomotives and Railways. Any one of the 
three is worth a glance to see how much has chang- 
ed -— and how much is still the same. 

Also as gifts (from Fyfe Thorpe), 11 booklets 


in Percival Marshall's Model Engineer’ series, 
published even further back, in 1910. Titles 


like Model Boiler Making, Electric Lighting for 
Amateurs, Small Accumulators, even X-Rays Simply 
Explained (for a DIY hospital?) - and from another 
series, Dynamos and Electric Motors, 1909. 

About the only time most of us discard books 
is when we move house (an acquisitive librarian 
follows moving vans the way an acquisitive lawyer 
follows ambulances). When an organisation the 
size of V/Line moves you never know what might 
fall off the back of one of their trucks. We 
seem to have acquired: 


Rules and Regulations for the Guidance of Employees 
in the Service of the Victorian Railways Com- 
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missioners, 1907, and 1919, and 1966, by which 
time its title had been (thankfully) shortened 


to Rules and Regulations 


General Appendix to the Book of Rules and Regu- 
lations, 1919, bigger than the R&Rs_ themselves, 


and getting bigger again in 1939 and 1953 


Way and Works Branch were not to be outdone, 


and we have their Instructions (Supplementary to 


Book of Rules and Regulations), 1924, and their 
Book of -Instructions (Supplementar to Book of 


Rules and Regulations and General Appendix), 1955. 
(Ah, they knew how to write book titles in those 
days!). | am delighted that some parts of VR 
were prepared to let their publications’ stand 
on their own feet, so we have Instructions to 


Tain and Sleeping Car Conductors, 1959, and In- 


structions in Regard to the Weighing of Goods 

computation of Weights and the Checking of Freight 
Charges, 1925. Commendably brief is the Diagram 
of Gradients and Curves, though I'd have apprec- 
iated knowing the date - and why so many numbered, 
but otherwise blank pages. 

Brevity has finally triumphed, and V/Line 
published last year STAP PAPERS 1-4. These are 
discussion drafts for the State Transport Authority 
Plan, due for publication in 1988. They don't 
say where V/Line will be going, but they raise 
many important and interesting questions. 

The last of our haul is Permanent Way Corres- 
pondence Course, Book 2, produced by the Victorian 


Railways Institute. Lots of diagrams of rail 
and point fittings. 
And finally, away from Victorian official 


publications - away from Victoria. The two latest 
Railmac publications are Steamtown by Steve McNicol 
a brief history of Peterborough in South Australia, 
where standard and narrow gauge trackage meets 
in bewildering complexity, and SAR T Class (1903- 
1939) by the same author. 

And finally, ARHS (Queensland Division) have 
produced another considerable volume on Brisbane's 
suburban system, this one called Brunswick Street, 
Bowen Hills and Beyond, by John Kerr. A story 
well told, generally sad, but with a happy ending 
as, in the last decade, Brisbane's rail electri- 
fication has finally, ‘80 years from the first 
realisation that the idea had merit, and 30 years 
from the time the decision was made to implement 
it' come to pass. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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GENERAL NEWS 


MAY MEETING 


The May meeting bought us a_ selection of 
films presented by the ARHS Film Group; in general 
covering railway personnel with only a minor part 
on trains. Our thanks go to the Film Group for 
their interesting presentations which have become 
an annual event. 

Also, Fyfe Thorpe informed us about the new 
lines of British prototype models that are due 


to come on the market. 


Competition Results 


Taken at Camberwell] Exhibition 


Photo 
Stuart Westerman - Ettamogah Pub on 
A'Beckett's Creek Layout 80 points 
Model None submitted 


JUNE MEETING 


The June meeting combined the AGM with 41] 
members in attendance; this being the lowest 
attendance for many years. 
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Competition Results 


Photo ~ Passenger Carriage 
S Westerman ~ Carlisle Coach 
S Westerman - Pichi Richi Coach 


Model - 


75 points 
75 points 


none submitted 
HHH 
CERTIFICATES/TROPHIES AWARDED 


At the June meeting, the following were award- 


KEEKE 


ed: 


1988 Photo Competition 
S Westerman 


Equal Best Photo Slide 


S Westerman - VR L Class Locos 95 points 
B Race ~ NSW 4460 Loco 95 points 
S Westerman — ANR DE loco 954 95 points 


Best Photo Print 
S Westerman - Ettamogah Pub on A'Beckett's 
Creek Layout 80 points 


Fybren Models Award 
Russell Edwards for collection of Australian 
built kits 


Bob Edwards Trophy 
No award made as no one submitted sufficient 
number of models to qualify 


Best Kit Built Model 
P England - Hall class loco 


Best Australian Produced Kit Model 
J McClure - VR T406 Wagon 


Best Scratchbuilt Model 
W Morehouse — Kyneton Station 


Gordon Duncan Trophy (best models of other kits) 

W Secker 

A comment was made by Fyfe Thorpe in present— 
ing the Fybren Models Award that these compétitions 
were in danger of being phased out due to the 
lack of interest shown in submitting models for 
judgement. This comment was endorsed by Bob Ed- 
wards who stated that this was the first time 
in 16 years that the Bob Edwards Trophy had not 
been awarded. It is further endorsed in that 
at both the May and June meetings no models were 
submitted in the monthly competitions. 
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TIMETABLE OPERATION 


An Australian prototype day was held at the 
Clubrooms on Sunday 1 May 1988. There being 
nine members in attendance, with rolling stock 
and locos being provided by R Lloyd, S Lloyd, 
J McClure, A McKenna, M Martin and AMRA (Victorian 
Branch). | 

A USA prototype day was held on 5 June 1988. 
The equipment being supplied by R Marsden, D Mars-— 
den, R Bogie, J McClure, A McKenna, T Martin, 
R Blackley. There being 15 members in attendance. 

Thanks go to members who contribute equipment, 
etc, in making these enjoyable operating sessions. 


HH HHH 


SLSV VISIT 


The SLSV held an open day at their Rowans 
Road, Moorabbin, layout on Saturday 21 May 1988, 
at which a number of our members attended. At 
this day, one of our members (Arthur Jenkinson) 
had his 5"-gauge battery powered model of an Ameri- 
can prototype SD45-2 loco in operation. 

Our thanks to -SLSV for organising such an 
event. | 
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WORKING BEES 


Two special working bees were held at the 
Clubrooms on Saturday and Sunday 23 and 24 April 


1988; the purpose of which was to finish derusting 
and painting the roof of the building prior to 
the onset of winter. This was achieved, except 
for the final top coat. 


The following members attended and their 

help greatly appreciated: 
J Treseder (both days); 
S Lloyd (both days); W Secker (Saturday); 

G Brown (Saturday); A Jenkinson (Sunday); 

R Lloyd (Sunday); R Blackley (Sunday) 

A normal working bee was held at the Clubrooms 
on Sunday 12 June; the following members being 
in attendance: 

J Treseder, B Southwell, W Secker, G Brown, A Woods 
R Marsden, S Westerman, R Blackley 

The work undertaken being a general clean 
up of surrounds, removal of old water pipes from 
outside of building and painting of TV cabinet. 

A further working bee is to be held at the 
Clubrooms on Sunday 14 August. This is a very 
important event as it is just prior to our public 
Open days on the last weekend in August, and it 
is desirous that the rooms and surrounds look 
up to scratch. 


G Stockfeld (both days); 
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MEMBERS 


Graham Nitz is currently on an extended trip 
around Queensland, and no doubt on his return 
we can look forward to numerous slides, etc, of 


QR. 

It is good to see Rob Blackley once again 
around the Club, as Rob is a great worker with 
hammer and saw, etc (as well as being a great 
bloke). 

Thanks go to Bill and Elizabeth Secker for 
the use of their home for our social evening (cass- 
erole night). 
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BRANCH CLUBROOMS ; 


This yearly event will take place on the 
last weekend in August. Despite the pleas in 
the last issue, no member has bothered to offer 
a timetable layout or display (at the time of 
writing). 

Elizabeth and I are co-ordinating this Branch 
members' activity, but that is all we can do. 
Unless the members come up with layouts, carry 
out scratchbuilding and demonstrations and fill 
the showcases, the upstairs hall is going to be 
awfully empty. 

So please shake off your apathy and come 
up with the goods. Make yourself available on 
this last weekend in August - Saturday and Sunday 
27 and 28 August from 10 am to 5 pm. 


OPEN DAYS 


W and E Secker 
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CASSEROLE NIGHT 


Partly as a result of the long weekend, the 
casserole night was attended by only 14 members. 
The combined efforts of the ladies resulted in 
Some very tasty dishes, both main meal and dessert. 
Topics of conversation was equally varied, with 
trains taking a backseat for the evening. The 
congenial atmosphere of the gathering can be judged 
by the fact that no one left before midnight, | 
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NEW MEMBERS 
The Branch wishes to 
the following new members: 
M A Farrel, Mentone 


J Podmore, Daylesford 
M Whiteman and Mrs Whiteman, Mornington 


record a welcome to 
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PROGRAM 


HIHHIEN 


AUGUST 
6 Sat Junior Operation - own equipment 
10 am - 3 pm 
7 Sun Timetable Operation - Australian proto- 
type - 1,30 = 5 pa 
1] Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 
Slide night presented by Russell Edwards 
Photo - Train Crew on Duty 
Model - Kit Built i Australian 
ii Other 
14 Sun Working bee - 8.30 am to approximately 


‘noon 


27 ~=6Sat ) Public Open Days 
28 Sun ) 10 am to 5 pm 
Note: No running day during August 
SEPTEMBER 
3 Sat Junior Operation - own equipment 
10 am to 3 pm 
4 Sun Timetable Operation - USA prototype 
1.30 - 5 pm 
8 Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 
Clinic - Weathering Techniques 
Photo - Manually operated turntable 
Model - Standard Categories 
25. Sun Running Day - your equipment 
1.30 - 5 pm 
OCTOBER 
2 Sun Timetable Operation - British prototype 
1.30 -. 5 pm 
13. Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 


Video of Europe - P Jenkinson 


Model - Kit Built i Australian 
ii Other 
Photo — Manual Crossing Gates 


KEKKKRKKEK KKK RERE RE RRER ERR EERE RK ERR RK RE RK REE RE RRKRRERRRRRERREREERERERREREREREREREREEKREKRKERRERKERKK 


Gund TAT 
2 


el — ar. ' : 


4. L 
mn \ pause [oie wae 
Om Gin ONO) inom 


FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


During April and May my wife Dulcie and I 
spent a very enjoyable four weeks’ holiday travel- 
ling to Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast. Once 
again I was made very much aware that we are the 
AUSTRALIAN Model Railway Association when we were 
made so very welcome at the Brisbane Exhibition, 
and I would here express our appreciation of the 
hospitality we received. 

The Exhibition was of a high standard, featur- 
ing 53 stands and occupying two halls at.the Bris- 
bane Exhibition grounds. I congratulate Bob 
Mawson and-his team on a fine exhibition. E 
hope we in Sydney may be able to repay the hospi- 
tality at the Sydney Exhibition in October. 


On my return to Sydney, I learnt that at 
the Management Committee meeting I had missed 
while in Queensland, John Skilton had _ resigned 


from the position of .Exhibition Chairman and from 
the Management Committee. John's resignation 
was received with regret. In my absence the 
Committee had nominated me to fill the position 
of Exhibition Chairman. 

At the June meeting of the Committee, I accep- 
ted the position of Exhibition Chairman, and so 
will this year, with the full backing and support 
of the Committee, be responsible for organising 
the October Exhibition at Liverpool. 

To fill the vacant position on the Management 
Committee, I have, with the full support of the 
Committee, appointed Dave Bennett to that position. 

As a mark of appreciation to John Skilton 
for his contribution to the NSW Branch over a 
period exceeding 20 years, it was unanimously 

agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to 
John, to be signed by both the Secretary and Pres- 
ident, and that the Branch give John a Life Member- 


ship of AMRA. 
I look forward to seeing you all at the Octo- 
ber Exhibition. 
Bob Wardrop 
President 
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CLUBROOM NEWS 


CLEANING UP 


The filter system has now been installed 
under the sink outside the back door. The clean- 
ing up of tools and basins used for scenery work 
on the layouts may now be done without any chance 


of getting plaster, etc, into the plumbing of 
the kitchen or toilets. 
HHHHKH HHKHH HHH HHH 


Photography Clinic - 27 May 1988 


This date was set down to be a talk of Model 
Railway Photography by Jack Parker. Unfortunately 
Jack came down with the ‘flu the night he was 
to talk. Rather than cancel this part of the 
program, Bob Wardrop came to our rescue and gave 
a very informative talk, which all of the 20 or 
so present enjoyed. As the night progressed, 
the discussion digressed to photographing’ the 
prototype trains. Nearly all present contributed 
to the discussion, with suggestions and questions 
about the subject. It was a night in which all 
who attended learnt something, and probably helped 
others with our information. Thanks to Bob for 
filling in at the last minute. 

Keith Aldous 
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Visit to Richmond Vale Museum - 5 June 1988 


This trip to Kurri Kurri was cancelled because 
of bad weather. It is now intended to make the 
visit on Sunday 3 July. A further report will 
appear later. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


This is the last issue of Smoke Signals for 
which I will be Editor. As I am no longer on 
the NSW Branch Committee, and as I have been atten- 
ding very few regular meetings, I feel that my 
capacity to report on the mainstream of events 
at the Branch is now severely limited. Due to 
this and other factors, I have resigned from the 
position of Editor of Smoke Signals, Sub-Editor 
of Journal for NSW. At the time of writing, 
my successor has not been determined. 

Contributing to Journal has been most en joy- 
able. The team in Victoria are a great lot. 
I will still be attempting to imbue my N scale 
reports with as much verbosity, convolution, ob- 
scurity and overworked metaphor as possible. 

Glenn Watson 


HHH 
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LAYOUT NOTES 


The new HO layout continues to progress, 
and on Saturday 10 June, trains were running over 
all sections of the two continuous runs and also 
through the 'tunnel' into the main hall to the 
terminus station and yard there. Four trains 
were running at once. Work is now in hand to 
devise and install a system of detectors and brak- 
ing devices that will stop the trains gradually 
when approaching an Opposing point and later a 
Signal. 


Finishing touches to the O gauge layout have 
for the moment been set aside as the O gaugers 
have come down to ground level to work on the 
HO layout. 
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N Scale Report 


Most of the progress this time has again 
been underneath the baseboards. All the LED 
display has been wired up and everyone now can 
tell exactly where their trains will collide. 
It really looks great - the hard work of Dave 
Bennett and Neil Watson, aided by the relay work 
of John Lischeld, has paid off. Glenn Killham 
has been an apprentice train driver for a couple 
of months now, so he hasn't been to the Monday 


night meetings as frequently as before. Starts 
at 4 am sure do ruin the old social life! Build- 
ings and landscape have been commenced, and the 


layout will soon begin to take on its true charac- 
ter - that of an AUSTRALIAN N scale railway. 
Glenn Watson 
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PROGRAM 


HHH 


AUGUST | 
6 Sat Layout operation 
12 Fri Discussion on prototype NSW station 
, _ plans by Glenn Watson 
Modelling competition 
20 Sat Annual Dinner 
Speaker: . Jack Sparks 
26 Fri Layout operation 


SEPTEMBER 
2 Sat Scenery Demonstration 
4 Sun Visit to Wascoe Siding and Lapstone 
Zig Zag 
9 Fri Layout operation 
Lf \oat Auction 
23> (Pra Exhibition preparation 
30.—sFrrii Setting up Exhibition at Liverpool] 
OCTOBER 
l Sat AMRA Exhibition at E G Whitlam 
2 Sun Recreation Centre, 
3 Mon ) Liverpool 


Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel! Lane, Rockdale, 
are held on Ist and 3rd Saturdays and 2nd and 4th 


Fridays. Meetings, unless otherwise specified, 
are as follows: 
Fridays 7,30 - 1) pm 
Saturdays 2 9.30 pm 
Note: AMRA (NSW) Clubrooms telephone no is 
59 1899 
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PROGRAM NOTES 


Annual Dinner - Saturday 20 August 


The Annual Dinner will be held at the Club- 
rooms on Saturday 20 August. A three-course 
meal will be provided. Cost $10.50 per head. 
The speaker will be Mr Jack Sparks, a former driver 
of loco 3801. Jack is an entertaining speaker 
with many stories to tell. Due to space limit- 


ations, we are limited to an attendance of 50 
persons. For further details, contact the Secre- 
tary, Ed Hogan, at the Clubrooms or at home on 


O02 523 4085. 
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Scenery Demonstration - Saturday 3 September 


Come along and see how it is done, then you 
will be able to practice on either your own or 
the Club layouts. 
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Wascoe oiding and Lapstone Zig Zag - 


sunday 4 September 


Join fellow members for a good day's outing. 
We will visit the Wascoe Siding at Glenbrook in 
the morning (opens 10 am) and after a BBQ lunch 
inspect the lesser known Lapstone Zig Zag. The 
fine live steam models operate on a track which 
is laid in a shallow cutting that was once a part 
of the Great Western Railway line in Graham Street, 
Glenbrook, just on the northern side of the high- 
way. 

The Lapstone Zig Zag, nearby, is now a nature 
reserve and walking track and provides a pleasant 
easily graded walk and good views across Emu Plains 
and beyond to the city of Sydney. 
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Auction - Saturday 17 September 


The regular auction held every three months 
continues to provide a means of redistributing 
surplus equipment. In recent times, sanity has 
returned to the levels of the reserve prices and 
many a bargain is available. A streamlined pro- 
cedure is now in use to speed up the sorting of 
goods and a computer rapidly totals the accounts 
for both buyers and sellers. Phil Kelly is our 
irrespressible auctioneer. The next auction 
is on Saturday 17 September. 
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NSW Branch Exhibition - 1, 2 and 3 October 


At this time (19/6/88) we have already receiv- 
ed .over.5Q applications to exhibit, including 
several new layouts. Posters are on display 
in many hobby shops and the hand bills are printed 
ready for, distribution. 


Keith -Aldous, the roster soon 


clerk, will 


be sending. out the roster sheets calling for volun- .. 


tary workers to staff the Exhibition. Usually 
\ there, is- a-surplus of volunteers on the Saturday 
and’ a shortage on. the Sunday and Monday. This 
year we will not only have the school holidays 
to contend with, but also the Bicentennial Air 
Show at Richmond. 

Please try to give some time to assist in 
setting up and running the Exhibition, and thus 
help to promote both the hobby and AMRA. Remember 
workers are needed on Friday 30 September to set 
up the Exhibition. 


HHH EEHEH HEE HEE KEKE HEHEHE RE KEKE HERE EEKEEE EEE ERE 


NEPEAN SUB-BRANCH 
THE GREEN ASPECT 


PRESIDENT’S PIECE 


Well -at 
new constitution. 


last the Nepean Sub-Branch has a 
The meeting on 28 May went 
as well as could be expected. The Federal Pres- 
ident, the State President and Vice-President 
were there and assisted with the relatively smooth 
running of the meeting by answering most of the 
'Why does it have to say that?’ type of questions. 
The meeting took 23 hours with over half of the 
time spent trying to define the sub-branch bound- 
aries. Those attending were broken into two 
groups (those wanting an area that didn't extend 
too far toward the city and those who wanted to 
include Parramatta), and with the old consitution 
requiring a 90Z vote and only having 18 voting 
members at the meeting, a number of proposals 
were rejected with only two or three against. 
Eventually everyone got fed up and voted for an 
area smaller than any of the previous proposals. 
The boundary, however, does not stop anyone from 
becoming a sub-branch member if they want to come 
along and attend meetings. 

Will anyone requiring a copy of the new con- 
stitution please contact a member of the committee 
and we will arrange to send you one. 


Work. on the Club trailer is now complete 
thanks to the efforts of those members who stripped 
the trailer and painted it with the rust resistant 
undercoat, and also special thanks to John Hudson 
for his efforts in painting the trailer with that 
magnificent 'Nepean Sub-Branch blue’ and _ for 
arranging for the purchase of the cover which 
has been so effective that even in the heavy rains 
that we had earlier in the year, the trailer con- 
tents stayed dry. 

The sub-branch has attended two apnibitdons 
so far this year at Greystanes and Kurmond with 
the Club's module HO layout. A special thanks 
to Alan Gould and Mike Guest for supplying their 
modules to complete the layout. 

The sub-branch now intends to build new L- 
shaped end boards and possibly a module or two 
of its own so as to increase variety and reduce 
dependence on members’ supplying modules. If 


anyone wishes to submit plans for either end boards © 


or modules, will they please contact us for a 
copy of our requirements. 


last ACM, 


The Club N gauge is proceeding slowly an 
wiring of the main control panel and construction 
of jumper leads to connect the boards is now under- 
way. Basic scenery work has also commenced at 
one end of the layout. With luck, by the time 
that you read this, even more progress will have 
been made. 

Due to complaints from a number of H0ers 
that too much time has been spent on N_ gauge, 
it is hoped that most work sessions will allow 
for work to be done on both N gauge and HO, al- 


‘though it may not be practical to hold both at 


the same location. Hopefully we will have this 
all worked out by the time you read this so contact 
us for meeting locations where not specified. 

In accordance with a decision made at our 
we are holding our next AGM at the St 
Marys Art Centre on 14 August, and all AMRA members 
are, most .welcome to attend. I have had some 
practice at running meetings now (after the meeting 
on the constitution, the AGM should be a piece 
of cake), and hopefully the meeting should go 
smoothly. By the time that the next Journal 
appears, a new committee should have been elected 
so I shall end by wishing them all the best. 

Steve Chapman 
President 


HKHHH HHH KEKKE HHH 


MEETINGS 


AUGUST 
13. Sat Annual General Meeting - 
St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre - 7 pm 
20 Sat Work session 
27 Sat Work session 
SEPTEMBER 
10 Sat Exhibition preparation - testing HO 
layout 
St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre - 7 pm 
17 Sat Work session - exhibition preparation 
24 Sat Work session - exhibition preparation 
OCTOBER 
1 Seat ) 
2 Sun) Liverpool Exhibition 
i Mon ) 
8 Sat Scenery and lineside structures - 


St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre - 7 pm 
Work session 
Work session 


rs Sat 
Z2 Sat 


HHH HHHHH 


AMRA NSW Nepean Sub-Branch hold meetings 
in the St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre, Mamre 
Road (corner Great Western Highway), St Marys, 
within 10 minutes walk of St Marys railway station. 

Work sessions are held in members' homes 
and start at 2 pm. Please contact a member of 
the committee for details. 


Contact Arrangements 


Post Secretary AMRA NSW 
Nepean Sub-Branch 
68 Shadlow Crescent 
ST CLAIR NSW 2759 

Phone Steve Chapman, President 02 670 3252 
George Clow, A/VPresident 02 673 2073 
Gavin Stevens, Secretary 02 670 3219 
Mike Guest, Treasurer 02 623 6921 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE 
EXHIBITION MANAGER 


By the time you read this, it will be over 
for another year, and this year I won't be sorry, 
as pressure of work has made it tricky to get 
a lot of organising work done, but a great weight 
was taken off my shoulders by Alan Porter (on 
promotion), by Simon Mead (on hall design), and 
by Barry Keens (on raffle), not forgetting Dick 
Smart, who again designed the posters and the 
hand bills. All of whom I thank profusely. 

Layouts on show were as follows: 

Richard Percy - Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends 
Andrew Morling - Smurfs on Rails 

Brian Hodges - Dual guage US railways in HO scale 
Neil Blinco - three-rail Hornby Dublo 

Ken O'Shea - On3 US narrow gauge 

Wainwright family - N scale home layout 

AMRA — N Scale Club layout under construction 
RailWest - WA modelling in S scale 

Rockingham MRG - N scale Club layout 

Fremantle MRA - Old favourite N scale layout 
West-N-Trak - Large modular N scale display 

Yours in modelling, 

James R Hidden 
Exhibition Manager 


HHH KKK HKHHK HEKHH 
A.G.M. REPORT 
The ‘promise’ of free grog at the Annual 


General Meeting did not have the desired effect 
of getting members away from their television 
sets and out into the cold to come to the ACM 
of the Branch. For about 29 minutes after the 
appointed hour, it seemed that there would not 
be a quorum for the AGM (this has to be 20% of 
the Branch membership, which then stood at 177 - 
that meant we needed 35.4 persons to be present). 
Came 8.29 pm and the 36th person walked in, 'some- 
what late’ he confessed, and the meeting got under 
way. 

There was no need for an election for any 
position on the Management Committee nor was there 
any need to call for nominations ‘from the floor' 
at the AGM, as there had been sufficient written 
nominations received prior to the AGM. The pres- 
ent Management Committee and the responsibilities 
of the various members is given below: 


PRES IDENT Ted Thoday 457 4256 
Promotion of Branch, 'ModelRail' 

VICE, PRESIDENT Simon Mead | 276 8745 
Layouts Manager 

SECRETARY Craig Hartmann “TL O27 

TREASURER Alan Porter 330 1848 


Editor and Publisher of The Branchline 


ae 


BAYSWATER -- 


eae 


EXTRACTS 
FROM 


“BRANCHLINE” 


COMM ITTEEMEN Arno De Smalen 361 9413 
Librarian 
John Ellis 459 6562 
Jim Hidden 307 3993 
1988 Model Railway Exhibition 
Manager 
Barry Keens 276 1648 


WA Sub-Editor of Journal 
New Clubrooms Project Manager 


John Martin 447 5490 


Sales Officer 


If any member wishes to make some comment 
as to how the branch (or one of its activities) 
could be run better, they are encouraged to contact 
the appropriate Committee member, perhaps verbally 
initially and followed up later, if appropriate, 
by a formal letter of confirmation of the comment / 
Suggestion addressed to the Secretary. Only 
from members’ input to the Committee can it really 
know what YOU want. 


HHH HEH HHH HHKHK HE 


ENCOURAGEMENT 
AWARD 


At the Railway Modelling Competition last 
year, a number of comments were passed by non- 
entrants, which indicated an unwillingness’ to 
enter the competition 'because my models are not 
good enough’. Having seen some of the efforts 
by a couple of these people, I disagree with their 
view of their modelling. 

I have discussed my thoughts with several 
people, and I have recommended to the Committee 
the following concept: 

The Branch to hold an event, separate from 

the annual Railway Modelling Competition, 

open only to AMRA members who have not pre- 
viously entered in an annual Railway Modelling 

Competition. This event tobe held in October 

each year at the Branch's Clubrooms. It 

would take the form of an appraisal, by com- 
petent modellers, of the entries, with the 
appraisers subsequently discussing each entry 
with its builder in a positive and construc-— 
tive manner, to indicate how the entrant's 
modelling could be improved. 
With the objective of 
better standard of modelling among those 
who currently feel that their Standard is 
not good enough for public display, I offer 
to donate the 'Ted Thoday Encouragement Award' 

a perpetual trophy with a replica miniature 

to be retained by the person to whom it is 

awarded. 

The Management Committee of the Branch has 
considered this (and other ideas to address the 


encouraging a 


AMRA Journal 


No 185 Page 9] 


same 
CEPT. 
Therefore, this Encouragement Award will 
be staged in October of this year and al] AMRA 
members in WA who have not previously entered 
in one of the Branch's annual Railway Modelling 
Competition are encouraged to start a modelling 
project now and to be ready to enter into this 
activity in October. 
Complete details of the manner in which the 
event...will .be run: and its date will _be* published 
in thé, next’ issue of .The Branchline. 


'problem’) and has agreed to accept my con- 


Ted Thoday 


HH HHH HHH HHH INH MIKI 


VIDEO PLAYER 


Recent visitors to the Clubrooms at Meltham 
will have hardly failed to notice the new piece 
of furniture in the Meeting Room. It's a ‘Video 
Clip Juke Box (so I'm told), which Doug Kelly 
has generously donated to the _ Branch. Bruce 
Norton took it into his care for a while and made 
some mysterious electrical/electronic modifications 
(so he says, but I think it's just a case of 
"BBB' - 'Bull...t baffles brains'!) and had intend- 
ed to store the said item in his garage, in view 
of its size and weight, until the new Clubrooms 
were ready to receive it. However, Bruce has 
moved house, sg the said,item had to come to Mel- 
tham and it took! four™ ‘dt yong iién to carry it along 
the platform. Whew! ! 

The unit consists of a top loading winee 
player (somewhat 'hidden' behind the coin mechanism 
of the unit from its former role) and a 63 cm 
(26") TV monitor. Plugged it in and after a 
few alarming crackles and sparks (!), it worked 
perfectly - only trouble was the masses of LEDs 
which gave out a pulsing psychedelic pattern around 
the whole front face of the unit while playing 


a tape: "beaut' in a fun parlour, but not needed 
when you are watching a railway video! After 
a ‘bit of searching, the appropriate circuit was 


located and a fuse removed or a switch thrown 
and, hey presto we've got a tremendous facility 
at the Clubrooms for watching the Club's videos 
and the footage shot by members with video cameras. 
Note that there are limitations under copyright 
law about showing of some video tape material 
to Club audiences and members should take care 
in this area when they bring their own privately 
owned tapes to the Club for other members to view. 
It's a great acquisition for the Branch never- 
theless, and our sincere thanks go to Doug and 
Bruce for their generosity and technical efforts, 
respectively. 
7 HHH HHMI 


HHH H KHKEKKH 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Well, 
1988' to everyone. 


firstly ‘hello and Happy New Year for 
As you can see, I did survive 
the trip to Europe and Britain earlier in the 
year and I'm now ‘back in harness’ running the 
Branch Library - or may be it runs me! I am 
trying to write these notes while watching some 
video footage shot of locomotive No 3801 during 
its visit to Perth, the cameramen being Dick Smart 


and Alan Porter. Oh well, so much for the 3801 
reminiscences - perhaps if the membership ‘asks 
kindly, we might be able to have copies of this 


video material made for the Library. (No problem, 
Arno, just get in the queue of tasks to be addréss- 
ed in due course - Alan Porter.) 

While I was overseas and up to.-the present, 
i have had plenty of help. from Ted Thoday, Barry 


Keens, Garv Pilmoor, Alan Porter and others cata- 
loguing books and magazines, resulting in the 
Library Book Listing which appeared in the ast 
issue of The Branchline as a Supplement and the 
additional (or 'supplementary' ) listing. As 
new books are entered into ‘the system’ having 
been acquired either by donation or by Nokchaas: 
they too wil! be listed for members' information. 
Incidentally, if you don't. know your way around 
the book section of the Library, see the category 
listing posted on the wall near to the shelves 
where the books are kept. There are extra copies 
of the Book Listing to be found in the Library, 
so you won't be 'lost' if you don't bring yours 
with you to the Clubrooms. 

For all those members wanting to know what 
had happened to the monthly issues of Railway 
Modeller since October 1987, it appears that some- 
how our subscription renewal became ‘lost’ in 
the Peco office and we did not wake up until about 
mid-February to the fact that none had been coming. 


A letter giving all the facts was sent to ‘some 
people's motherland' and Peco, with perhaps some 
egg on their face, admitted to the mix-up. They 


have redeémed themselves by sending all the back 
numbers from November 1987 right up to May 1988. 
They're all available in the Library now. 

We were recently given eight books by former 
AMRA member Jim McKenzie. These should be cata- 
logued into the Library by the time that you. read 
these notes and they will appear in the next List- 
ing Supplement. Titles range from ‘Red for Dan- 
ger’ by L T C Rolt and G Kichenside, 'The Railway 
Navvies' by Terry Coleman to 'The Pictorial Ency- 
clopedia of Railways' by Hamilton Ellis. 

Another donation of publications has come 
from Justice Mr W P Pidgeon (or ‘Bill’, as some 
know him). He, too, is not a member of AMRA, 
but has been kind enough to donate a substantial 
number of magazines to AMRA. Thanks Jim and 
Dali, 

Thinking of videos (which is what I was not, 
but how else can I introduce this topic?), one 
which might become available for borrowing is 
one of a certain green steam engine where one 
of the scenes is it visiting Perth for the first 
time in 1970. 

Dare I say it - "STOP, THIEF" - I think we've 
got someone with ‘sticky fingers’, ‘cos one of 
the recently purchased issues of Locomotives I1llus- 
trated has disappeared from the Library desk as 
it was being prepared for cataloguing. res 
No 55, dealing with 'The Dean and Collett O-6-0Os 
of the GWR', which theoretically narrows down 
the field of suspects, because only a few people 
admire this sort of stuff! If you've got this 
one, drop it back incognito - there'll be no ques- 
tions asked if it suddenly reappears! 

With some of the same concern, it has been 
decided to store the videos "under lock and key' 
The video cases are still on display on the shelves 
so if you want ‘to borrow a video, you will have 
to. get me, or one of my assistants, to get it 
‘out of the bottom drawer' for you. 

Did you know that our collection of magazines 
is a most valuable collection, also of drawings 
of prototype items? The British ones can _ be 
found by using the two main indexes (or, indices, 
if you've had a ‘classical’ education!). These 
are as follows: 

An Index of Railway Model Drawings and the 

First Supplement by S A Leleux 
and 
Model Railway Constructor Special No 7 - Model 
Drawings Reference Book by Clive S Carter 

The .former, with its Supplement, covers the 
period ‘beginning’ of time' up to 1974 and the 
latter covers ‘the period January 1959 to June 
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1985. Both are kept on a rack near ‘he door 
to the Library and are readily accessible BEFORF 
you go searching in the magazine collection for 
the drawing of the loco, wagon, signal, or whatever 
you need to have. Even better, do all this BEFORE 
you wander around the Club like a ‘headless chook’ 
asking other members whether THEY know where YO 
can get a drawing of the locos, wagon. signa! 
or whatever you need to have. 


It's bad luck if you're seeking a drawing 
of an Australian, American or Continenta! loco. 
wagon, signal or whatever - there are no readily 
available indexes for these and you will probably 
have to do the ‘headless chook' act to get what 
you want! 

Oh well, must make deadline for these notes 
and as | have Exhibition work to do, mainly pre- 
paring rosters, if in the very short term I am 
not available for Library duties, please see one 
of my assistants. 

Arno De Smalen 


HHH HHKHKHK HERG HEHHH 


LAYOUT NOTES 


Colorado Pacific Railroad (N scale layout : 


Dennis and the rest of the ‘crew’ have been 
working at a furious pace to get the layout pre 
sentable prior to the forthcoming Exhibition. 
Their efforts appear to be bearing fruit as the 
layout now sports an impressive range of plaster 
mountains and canyons, with many bridges spanning 


the numerous gullies and streams. The scenic 
end of the layout is likely to be more or less 
complete by Exhibition time. However, the ‘city’ 


end will still be requiring much work and will 
probably be exhibited as an illustration of the 
construction techniques used in the layout's con- 
Struction (this format received much favourable 
comment from the public last year). 


HHH HHH 
Haltwhistle (00 scale layout) 


About 10 members took advantage of the recent 
opportunity to find out ‘how to operate Halt- 
whistle’. All the subsequent feedback was favour- 
able and even the members who have been regularly 
operating the layout learned a bit more about 
it! 

The layout is available for members at anv 
General Club Activities meeting and members may 
run either their own stock or a limited selection 
of the Club's equipment. 

Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


KHEKE KEKE HHEKIEK HEHE 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following new members have joined AMRA 
since the last issue of The Branchline was publish- 
ed, and we have much pleasure in welcoming them 
to the WA Branch of the Association. We hope 
that their membership of the Association and their 
involvement with the branch will be fruitful for 
them. | 


Timothy Putt Bencubbin OO 
David and Glenys Paris Nedlands O 

Moritz Lello Geraldton HO 
Michael Marsh Mandurah HO 


‘Being predominently at some distance from 
the Clubrooms, these new members may not feel 
that they are getting as much from the Branch 
as those who are closer to the Clubrooms and who 
can participate in the program of activities pub- 


,ourna. 
jished as 4 ‘centr+ told’ te this issue, Dut the 
full facilities of the Library and the Sales Cup- 
board are their’- as much as any one else's. 
Just contact the appropriate Committeeman for 
your needs. And, of course, they wil] all be 
very welcome at the Clubrooms whenever they're 
‘in town’. 

IH KRHA HHH HHMHH 

No further progress has been made! Co Viale tie 
we are probably going backwards! '! Another sub- 
mission has to be made on the structural! details 
and this wil] be done as soon as I! have time. 
We hope to have lease documents sent to us shortly 
for nour perusaland a! least that is 4 step torward. 

A ful! report was presented to the Annual 
General Meeting, advising of projected costs, 
etc. These may ~hange if there has co be any 


Structural -hanges made. 

This project is becoming a rather long drawn 
out affair and [ <an only hope that my patiences 
and enthusiasm will last the course. i shall 
Savy no more at this stage. 

Barry Keens 
Project Manager 


MHI SOM HK HHH HHHKH 


PROGRAM 
AUGUST 
| Mon Modelling US Railroads - Craig Hartmann 
and friends 


Craig is going to explain, with help, what 
is different and appealing about US railroads. 


SOayoat General Club Activities 

On these occasions, you may do as much (or as 
little) as you like. Not entirely unstructured, how- 
ever, because there's always the new N scale layout 
to work on, the Library will be open and the Halt- 
whistle 16.5 mm gauge layout will be available. 


10 Wed Video Show 


We've got the equipment now, so we'l! cele- 
brate by using it - how about some suggestions 
to Barry Keens or Dennis Link on what (railway ) 
video you'd like to. see. Remember, however, 


that there are some copyright constraints which 
make it illegal to show some videos to a club 
audience even if they're not paying! 


15 Mon General Club Activities 
20 Sat Timetable Running on Haltwhistle 

Many people seem to ‘run' trains on Halt- 
whistle, so let's see if a timetable will sharpen 
up Our appreciation of how the real railways did it 


24 Wed General Club Activities 
29 Mon Genera] Club Activities 


SEPTEMBER 

5 Mon Model Road Vehicles by Jim Hidden and 
friends. 

10 Sat General Club Activities. 

14 Wed Locomotive Hauling Competition. 
Bring your newest/favourite/newly over- 
hauled locomotive along and see if it 

| will ‘ring the bell’. 

19 Mon General Club Activities. 

24 Sat Rolling Stock for Beginners. 
What rolling stock and why? 

28 Wed General Club Activities. 


OCTOBER | 
5 Mon Philosophy of Model Railways. 
Discussion by Graham Watson & Trevor Kerr 
8 Sat General Club Activities. 
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1) Wed 


Slide Night. 

Let's see if we've got some new (or fresh) 
slides somewhere. Remember, there'll be a 
prize for the most popular (railway) slide 

17 Mon Bring and Show. 

If you're proud of it, or want to share a 
dreadful warning, or just pass on some ex- 
perience, bring it and show it. 

22 Sat General Club Activities 

26 Wed Photography of Prototype and Model. 

How to use a camera (non-video) to the 
best effect. 

31 Mon General Club Activities. 

KKAEKK kK K KKK kK 

TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 

Saturdays 2 pm 


All meetings are held in the Clubrooms, which 
are at Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated 
in the Notes. The rooms will be open at least 
-15 minutes earlier than the times mentioned above. 
Visitors are welcome. 


HHHHH HHEHKE KEKE HKKEK 


SHOP TALK 


Book Binding 
There are several ways of containing a full 
favourite magazine. You 


year's issue of your 
can be a real ‘Scrooge’ and make your own magazine 
boxes (as we have in the Branch Library, and you 


may have the same problems of ‘things falling 
apart’ as the Library has in some cases), or you 
can buy the same sort of things, professionally 
made, at K-Mart (sale priced at about 80 cents 
each), or you can bind them. John Martin has 
binders in the Sales Cupboard at $8 each and these 
still enable you to take a particular issue out 
of the ‘binding’ if you want to use it on a photo- 


copier or you want to read it in bed! However, 
if you want your magazines permanently bound, 
we've heard about a local bookbinder who does 


a very nice job for a very reasonable price. 

Former member Jim McKenzie has shown us the 
work of a Mr W Zitman of 72 Pearl Street, Clover- 
dale 6105 (telephone 277 4186). The example 
we saw was a volume of 10 issues of Locomotives 
Illustrated (40 pages in each) which looked good, 
was good and cost him only $8.50. | 

No other Shop Talk in this issue due to lack 
of input. This section is available to members 
to draw the attention of other members to some 
particularly 'good deal' that's going somewhere 
in. Perth and to the model railway retailers to 
draw our members’ attention to something new or 
something special they have on their shelves. 
In this case, we ask that the items NOT be long 
price lists of well known lines, but be limited 
to, say, 10 lines of text. The Editor reserves 
the right to edit such items down to size, if 
needed. 


HHHHK HHEMKHH HHI WH HEHEHE 


BOOK REVIEWS 


DOWNESPLANS SCALE LINESIDE DRAWINGS 
Book 3 - More Country Buildings 

by Allan Downes 

Peco Publications. 


ISBN 0 900586 52 4 28 pp 
Direct from Peco (plus P + P) Steg #1.35 


is a modeller of considerable. 
known for his landscape and 


Allan Downes 
repute, especially 


building modeis (he is the builder of the absoltite- 
ly superb ‘Candleford Mill’ layout, which was 
described 1n the May 1979 issue of Railway Model- 
ler). It is a model of a group of buildings nade 
of Cotswold Stone and is now housed, together 
with Allan Downes' equally superb model of a 
Jacobean half timbered building reminiscent of 
Chester, at the Pecorama permanent model] railway 
exhibition at Peco headquarters in Beer, Devon. 


They're reallv worth seeing!!). In this medium 
sized booklet, which has plasticised card covers, 
are drawings to 4 mm sale and constructional de- 
tails of 'How to do it’ for a thatched restaurant. 
manor house, Houghton Mill, a small village church, 
a windmil!, a village pub and the vicarage, 41! 
of which are based on actual prototype buildings. 
Photographs of the finished models are included 

Thoroughly recommended, along with the — wo 
earlier books in the same series, Country Buildings 
(in which are plans, etc, for many of the buildings 
at Candleford Mill) and Railwav Buildings. 


HEE HHKKE 


COTTAGE MODELLING FOR PENDON 


by Chris Pilton 


Wild Swan Publications 


[SBN 0 906867 57 6 92 pp 
From Derrick knterprises - $22.95 

Pendon Museum contains some of the finest 
4 mm scale modelling in the world. Chris Pilton 
is one of the Museum's modelling team. In «his 
book, he describes the materials and techniques 


he uses to produce the exquisite buildings which 
form part of the Vale of the White Horse landscape 
scene. Well written, easy to read, there are 
many diagrams and photographs to support the text. 
The highly detailed building interiors provide 
a fascinating insight into what can be achieved 
using the simplest of material. 

Your reviewer once lived close to some of 
the prototype buildings modelled and can assure 
the reader that the models are truly miniatures 
of the real thing. 
| Having seen some of Chris Pilton's work, 
first hand and close up, this book is a ‘must ' 
for’ anyone contemplating model building constr i1c- 
tion. 

HHH IN HHI 
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SEEN IN THE UK MAGAZINES 


4 mm scale detailing parts from lain Rice, 
reviewed in Railway Modeller April issue, page 186. 


'The Pentroller' - a new controller, designed 
specifically to meet the various needs of conven- 
tional iron-armatured motors through to the latest 
coreless motors. Reviewed in Model Railways, 
April issue, page 194. 


Flexible gangway connectors in etched brass 
for 4 mm scale. Reviewed in Model Railways, 
April issue, page 195. 


Lima mode] of BR Class 47, Badger coach kits, 
Ratio's latest N scale station building kit - all 


reviewed in Model Railways, March issue, pages 
146 and 147. 
Automaton Figures - ‘operating’ figures for 


A guard who waves his flag, a wood- 
a gentleman raising his 


your layout. 
man who swings his axe, 
hat to a lady, a 'City' gent hailing a cab with 
raised arm with clutched umbrella. Introduced 
by Springside Models and reviewed in Model Rail- 
ways, April issue, page 195. 


HKKEK KHHEEEE HHEKE HHKEK 
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NOTICE BOARD enced by the Lambing Flat layout in Sydney. 
Two views from BRMA members as to ‘why do I model 
Wanted British (in Australia)’, Listing of locomotives 


Contributions to Journal - contact Barry 
Keens, if you have something in mind (telephone 
276 1648) or write direct to the Editor of Journal, 
Rex Little, PO Box 46, Nunawading Vic 3131]. 


Contributions for The Branchline, such as 
Personal Profiles, Hints and Tips, Question and 
Answer items, descriptions of what you (as a model- 
ler) are currently up to, your modelling philosophy 
etc. Contact the Editor, telephone 330 1848 
Or write to 21] Prosser Way, Myaree 6154. 


HHH HHH HH HEHE 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 


IN THE MODEL RAILWAY PRESS 
Model Railways 


KKH 


May: Pen-Thaven Bridge Mk 11 described. 
Motorising the Dapol railbus plastic kit. A 
live steam tram engine constructed. The ex LMS 


42' parcels vans, prototype information and photo- 
graphs, including some showing close up detail. 
The first of a series of articles on North Eastern 
Signals, a number of Signalling diagrams are in- 
cluded. The Springside Automaton figures reviewed 
(see also Seen in the UK Magazines - there's no 
excuse for not having operating 4 mm scale figures 
now!!). The review of the Langley Masterbuild 
System concludes with a look at the fine detail 
items available. Vic Green talks about making 
'masters' for moulding. The Lima HST model up- 
dated with FMR transfers. Marem, a 4 mm scale 
layout of a Midland MPD. Camera and Comment 
looks at Kielder Viaduct and the east end of Edin- 
burgh Waverley on the NBR. 


HHHHH HHHHK 


Railway Modeller 


May: Railway of the Month looks at En 
Valley, a BR (SR) layout set in the 1960s in N 
scale. The second part of Take Two Bogies (Part ] 
was in the March issue) constructing a Bogie Iron 
Mink in 7 mm scale, includes drawings of vehicle 
and various details. Converting and detailing 
the Cambrian and Lima models of BR hoppered ballast 
wagons. Operating semaphore signals in 7 mm 
scale, Froom Everard, a 4 mm scale LSWR layout. 
Midport and District, a shed and garden railway 
in O gauge. Rowsley goods yard modelled, includes 
drawings of the buildings, photographs and an 
Ordnance Survey map extract of the area. Convert- 
ing a Hornby A3 model to an LNER Al/1, drawings 
included. Pershore (Midland) modelled in 7 mm 
scale. Plan of the Month looks at  Penrhos 
Quarry's potential for 0-16.5 modelling. The 
GWR Barnum class 2-4-0 prototype information, 
drawings, photograph. BR Class 20 variants from 
the Lima 4 mm scale model. Junior Modeller looks 
at Falls of Lochaber, an 00 scale Scottish layout. 


HHHHH HHEHH 


The Clearing House 

Autumn (Bicentennial Issue): 
the ,Richmond Vale 2-8-0 ROD locos. The part 
that was played by Tasmanian surveyor Charles 
(or Tom) Sharland in the construction of the Long 
Drag of the Midland Railway. Tribute from Oz 
to Roye England of Pendon fame. The British 
influence in Australian railway modelling as evid- 


Background to 


imported into Australia from British manufacturers 
(there are MANY errors of omission in the tabu- 
lation of locos that were imported into WA for 
the WAGR and there are also errors in the data 
presented, so much so that there are very great 
risks in taking this information as 'gospel truth’. 
The BRMA is being advised of these errors.). 


HHKKH HEHE 


Continental Modeller 


May/June: Description of Steintalbahn, an 
HO layout 'somewhere' on the Bavarian border with 
Wurttemburg in pre-war days. Two Kitson—Meyer 
locos with O-6-0+0-6-0 wheel arrangement used 
in Rhodesia from 1903. Two 0-4-OTs of the Holland 
Railways and building a model of them. De Dion 
railbuses of the Vouga Valley railways of Portugal, 
drawings and photographs. Definitive article 
on the Reichsbahn GMS30 Oppeln covered vans with 
drawings, photographs, prototype information. 
Detailing the Jouef model of the Bugatti Presi- 


dentiel rail car. Photos of Hungarian Mallet 
locos. Review of the Samhongsa ‘brass' Big Boy 
with its novel Coasting Glide Drive. Restoring 


a vintage kit built model of a Pennsy GG] electric 


loco in O scale. Building a Baldwin Mallet in 
HOe scale. A garden railway based on mixed proto- 
types. 


KHHHEH KEE KH 


Model Railway Journal 


No 20: Chipping Norton, a 2 mm finescale 
layout, some of the photographs left your reviewer 
wondering if they were of the prototype, so well 
is the layout detailed. Tackling Tender Loco- 
motives applies some of the split frame techniques 
(discussed in MRJ No 19) to tender locomotives. 
A high quality integrated point control system 
(for those who have heard other members discussing 
the P4 turnout Operating units and wish to make 
their own, this article contains drawings and 
descriptions of an improved version which is simple 
to construct) - the system utilises the Fulgarex 
slow-switching macnine, power supply circuits 
and parts list are given. Small Suppliers Forum 
looks at - 


the new owners of Sharman wheels; 

a new range of 7 mm scale wagon wheels (expan- 
sion into coach/loco/tender wheels is plann- 
ed); 7 

several new loco, etc, kits; 

reprints of Bilteezi sheets; 

Dapol to move into finescale ready-to-run, 
news of their forthcoming production; 

high quality transfers for black/yellow and 
black/white warning chevrons in both 4 and 
7 mm scales, together with a source of un- 
printed transfer film for those wishing to 
make their own transfers (how to do it was 
described in MRJ No 3); 

GWR chassis kits in 4 mm scale; 

LMS coach parts in 7 mm scale, exquisite 
turned brass coach door T handles in 4 mm 


scale. 
Adding 'mortar' to embossed brickwork. 
AMR controllers reviewed. The GNR/LNER Class N2 
Q0-6-2T prototype examined and described, with 


an 18.83 mm gauge model based on the Airfix/Main- 
line model - article gives drawings, photographs, 
prototype information and many variant details. 
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Scale Model Trains 


March: Run down on the Alco Road Switchers 
(information to supplement that given in the art- 
icle by Garry Coombe elsewhere in this issue), 
also how to detail the Atlas model of the RS-1l. 
Further work on the Lima O scale 4F conversion 
to a 3F (previous article was in the May 1987 
issue) by building a new chassis. A cheap and 
simple 'do it yourself' magnetic uncoupling system 
for N scale. Amworth, an O scale layout previous- 
ly described in the January 1986 issue, now return- 
ed from Spain (!) and built in its own garden 
shed 'back home'. Some ideas for a simple circu- 
lar layout for beginners in tramway modelling. 
Making up a small oil depot from bits and pieces. 
An argument that concludes that you should not 
hide your ‘fiddle yard', but should model it as 
carriage sidings or such. Details of Telltales 
on US railroads, to warn brakemen on box car roofs 
of the approaching tunnel or bridge! 


KKEKE KEKE 


IN THE PROTOTYPE RAILWAY PRESS 


The extracts from the prototype magazines 
are, as far as possible, those which feature places 
which have modelling potential, or which feature 
particular locomotive types or rolling stock types, 
or which have good colour photos which would be 
of assistance to modellers for weathering, scenic 
treatment, etc. 

The general articles are, for the most part, 
not summarised. 


Rail Enthusiast 


February: Cover photo in colour of grimy 
Class 45s - good for inspiration in weathering 
bogies. Colour photo inside front cover of immac- 
ulate 37799 in Railfreight Grey and another of 
an immaculate 50043 trundling a rake of (distantly) 
immaculate clay ‘hoods’ through some immaculate 
Cornish countryside. Standard BR 16T mineral 
wagons now almost extinct. Black and white photo 
of a Class 89 electric loco. Colour photo of 
47366 ahead of a rake of grimy hopper wagons pass- 
ing beneath an eight-doll gantry at Rhyl in North 
Wales. Article on the freight traffic in North 
Wales, containers, oil, nuclear materials, chem- 
icals, etc. Tabulation of the various BR loco- 
motive liveries and which locos they are applied 
to at the moment - but it could all change! 


March: Close up of the front end of the 
new Class 442 for the Bournemouth line. Colour 
photo of a Class 155 Sprinter on the outskirts 
of Southampton, with a variety of semi-detacheds 
on the other side of the line (useful if you want 
to get the urban scene ‘just right'). Another 
colour photo, this one is a centre fold (!), of 
the new Class 9] Electra electric locos. 


April: Cover photo gives good close up 
detail of the front of a Western diesel loco. 
Brief outline of the role that Andrew Barclay 
and Co diesels built for BR and industrial users. 
The granite aggregates distribution centre at 
Redland in Leicestershire - modern freight traffic 
workings explained. Centre fold of Western diesel 
D1401, Western Prince after restoration to maroon 
livery. 


HHH HHH 

Steam Railway 
January: A tremendous series of photos 
taken ‘into the sun' and so getting that 'Midas 
touch' of gold in the finished prints. Some 


of them have very useful detail in them, e.g. 
one of platform clutter at Oakworth. (There's 


also a lot of good hints on how to take such 
photos. ) Nice colour photograph of Caley tank 
No 419 with O-4-4T wheel arrangement and in Cale- 
donian Railway livery. Some black and white 
photos of the elusive GWR 47XX class 2-8-Os. 


February: Black and white photo of a LBSCR 
Terrier alongside a snow-—bound platform at Tenter- 
den on the K & ESR. The Harrow Smash - details 
and photos. Following the theme of ‘unusual’ 
photography, there are a number of very good colour 
shots taken at night, showing the extent to which 
loco boiler barrels reflect the light (as for 
the previous month, there's also some good hints 
on how to take such photos). Eight superb colour 
photos showing locos on turntables - good detail 
of the tables, of the pits and the surroundings 
as well as the locos, LMS 8F 48158 at Patricroft, 
LNER 60041 at Carlisle Kingmoor, LMS 46238 at 
Camden, BR 82021 at Machynlleth, LMS 46203 at 
Carlisle Kingmoor, LMS 45696 at Carnforth, BR 92069 
at Annesley and LNER 65917 at Polmont. Three 
colour photos of LMS 46201 Princess Elizabeth 
in action, one with some detail of dry stone walls. 
Restoration of a four-wheel Taff Vale Railway 
coach, with black and white photos of value for 
modelling. Not a modeller's photo, but what 
a cracker of a ‘golden sunset’ picture of Sir 
Nigel Gresley coming over a hump in the main jine 
at Kilburn in London, with the sun glinting on 
20 separate rails! Look on the back cover to 
see this one - it's a beauty! 


HHKHK HHH 

Steam Days 
No 7 October-December 1987: Colour piccy 
of another Black Five, 45149, in fairly grimy 


condition at Blaenau Ffestiniog. Short treatment 
of the ex NER Alnwick branch. 14 black and white 
photos of ex War Department locos on BR. Not 
one for the modeller, but interesting background 
to Roger Carrell's story is an article on steam 
loco performance on the Waterloo - Bournemouth 
trains in the 1960s. Nice colour essay on the 
railways of the Isle of Wight, including a good 
photo (black and white) of Ryde Pier head and 
a good colour one of an O02 and train at Brading. 
An article titled 'The Twilight of the Branch 


Goods' has a real ripper of a photo of two train 
Spotters, their bikes, a stone bridge and the 
goods at Dudsbridge on the Nailsworth branch. 


An article on the Plymouth to Tavistock line has 
an interesting black and white photo - two signal 
boxes looking at each other at Bickleigh - there's 
a prototype for everything! Good aerial photo 
of Tavistock station which has modelling potential 
(photo is from the recently released Ian Allan 
book 'Aero-films Book of Britain's Railways trom 
the Air'). 


No 8 January - March: Good close up coiour 


photo of a double sided platform mounted water 
Crane at Leicester Central - fire devil, «oal 
bunker, swan necked water pipe, it's all there. 


Part 1 of a treatment of Brighton, with map and 
black and white photos of the station, inside 


and out. Photo essay of the Devon Belle obser- 
vation car Pullman cars. Three colour photos 
at Paddington with King, Castle and 94XX. Detail- 
ed analysis of freight traffic at the north end 
of the S & D in June 1956 - photos, map, rosters, 
loadings, etc. Nice colour picture of Green 
Arrow class 60854 at Finsbury Park with interesting 
Signals. 


HHH HHH I 
(Extracts supplied by Ted Thoday and Alan Porter ) 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


VICTORIA STREET, LOCH 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND’S TRAIN SHOP 


A PLEASANT ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM 


FRANKSTON OR DANDENONG 
ON THE WAY TO HISTORIC COAL CREEK. 


QUITE A RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS STOCKED. 


SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT ; SOLD AND TRADED. 
a i 
OPEN SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ONLY BETWEEN” 10AM AND 4PM. 


POSTAL ADDRESS 
LOCH HOBBIES 


PO BOX 6 
LOCH VICTORIA 3945 


SHSCSCOSCOSCOSPCOSCSCOCSCSCSCSOCSCOLCSOSCOCOHSCSSTHCOCOSCOOOESOESESS 
SCHOHSSCHOHSHOSHSHSOSHSOSHSESOSOSHSESOOSSOCECOOEEOSEECESCEEEES 


-. TO OUR SHOP AT 624 ANT IOAN Ap 
“RAIL BOOKS & MA CALI /AJ 

IN ‘O% ‘HO? tae £ ‘N’ GAUGES .. BUILDINGS 
SCENERY ~ ELEC ae & SPARE PARTS. 


Train World delivers the goods ! 


ce —_—— 
A ee == 

ele. a ee 

A cate _——— A ah A — 


Griise VIEWING OUR RANGE, 


FOR CLIFF 


POINTS 
SWATCH. 


UNDERPASS 


TIMBER 
BEARERS 


624 HAWTHORN RD. E.BRIGHTON (ncogragaren \ atthe 
PO. BOX 100 NTH. BRIGHTON 3186 ee 


n 2. 00 to 5.30 Mi Th 
Ope 329 am. tc O 3 3S eg [sabe sho] to ursdla 


3.00 am to 5.00pm SatWlday PHONE (03) 596-6342 
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News Flash 


FOR ALL MODELLERS OF AUSTRALIAN PROTOTYPE 
FLEISCHMANN MULTI-TRAN-TRAIN CONTROL SYSTEM FMZ 


Now available for Australian prototype models: 
* HO Brass Locomotives 


. HOfima Locomotives 
“In fact any loco which has two feeds to the motor and current rating not exceeding 1 amp. 


JUST IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES .. .from just two wires to the 
track: 119 locos coded ready to run of which 32 can run simultaneously 
and 8 of these operating under individual walk-around controllers... 
and much more. 


=) AND ITS ALL AVAILABLE NOW..... 


ed 


FLEISCHMANN FMZ STARTER PACKAGE: 


No. 6800 Control Desk $991.65 
6810 Fleischmann Transformer 149.00 
6820 Hand-held Controller 


2 @ $62.50 125.00 
6845  Receiver-1 amp 
2 @ $119.60 239.20 


$1504.85 


Supplied with super-detailed instructions and 


FLEISCHMANN warranty. 


Read all about FMZ in FLEISCHMANNS' 1988 
Catalogue or purchase .FMZ Handbook No. 9908 


FOR THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST ; | } ) P.O. Box 388 


Phone: (048) 71 2966 


JUST CONTACT:- XN Uromodel MITTAGONG 2575 
D utributor 
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DISTRIBUTED PRODUCTS 


TRACKS & TRACKWORK FOR | 
Z, N, HO/00, 0, GAUGE 1, © | 
| 


PECO 


PECO 


00-9, 0-16.5 & SM#32 


LECTRICS - Point Motors, Switches and 
other electrical items for all scales. 


LINESIDE - Buildings and other structures 
for N and HO/OO 


QUALITY LINE WAGONS for N, Rolling Stock | 
| 


PECO 


PECO 
parts and accessories for N and HO/O0O 


PECO 


SCENE - Scenic Background Sheets 


PECO 


SHOWS YOU HOW SERIES OF BOOKS & BOOKLETS 
SOFT & HARD COVER BOOKS ON RAILWAYS 


} 
‘Railway Modeller" and ‘Continental Modeller’ | 
the British magazines for the average enthu- 
Siast. 


SUPERDUILE 


HO/OO SCALE 


PUBLICATIONS | 
| 


BUILDING KITS IN QUALITY 
DIE-CUT CARD & FULL COLOUR 


HO/QO SCALE BUILDING PAPERS 


Price List 


CURRENT PRICE LIST IS NOW AVAILABLE 
$1 POSTED FLAT 
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“Get them now from a 


AMRA Journal 


A HOST OF GOOD PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE FROM OUR SUPPLIERS 


HO/OO & N TUNNEL PORTALS 
UBIQUITOUS SCENIC ITEMS | 
GRASS, GRAVEL AND BALLAST MATS 


HO KITS - American 
- Locomotives 
- Freight Cars 
- Passenger Cars 


HO Bogies and other accessories 
HOn3 Locomotive Kits and Bogies 


HO/OO BRITISH COACH AND WAGON KITS 
HO/O@ SIGNALS 

HO/OO LINESIDE BUILDINGS & ACCESSORIES 

N LINESIDE BUILDINGS, ACCESSORIES & SIGNALS 


ROMFORD 


DRIVING WHEELS, CRANK PINS, AXLES ETC. 


JACKSON 


HO/OO WAGON, COACH AND BOGIE WHEELS 
HO/OO SCALE COUPLERS 


CAV ‘NDI SH 


HO/OO DETAILING PARTS, POSTERS ETC. 


aK 


ee one a tot of Aussie made and supplied 


CONSTRUCTION AND 
DETAILING PARTS 


AUSSIE STRUCTURE 
KITS FOR COUNTRY 
AND SUBURBIA 


BRASS SCREWS - Countersunk or Cheesehead 
8 & 1OBA in lengths 1/8", Limes 
1/2", 3/4" and 1" 

BRASS HEX NUTS to suit 

Number Drills in the most popular sizes 

Plug & Taper Taps for 8 and 10BA 


POLYSTYRENE SHEET in thicknesses .010" 
to .060" - sheet size approx. 150 x 300mm 


ny authorised AMC stockist or from 
AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT Co. 


BOX 118, P.O. ALBURY, N.S.W. 2640 | 


